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Good News Update!

After eight years of legal battles over 
polluted wells from industrial dairy 

farms, our neighbors in Kewaunee County 
may be a little more hopeful for a clean 
water future.  On July 8, this past summer, 
the Wisconsin Supreme Court ruled to affirm 
the authority of the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) to protect 
Wisconsin’s water resources from manure 
pollution.

Past History

This Supreme Court ruling comes as the 
result of eight years of hard work by the 
affected residents and neighbors in the town 
of Lincoln, Kewaunee County. Back in 
2014, after many private wells had become 
polluted, these neighbors filed a petition 
with the DNR for a review of a 2012 waste 
water discharge permit (water pollution 
permit) issued by the department to Kinnard 

Farms, Inc., a CAFO (concentrated animal 
feeding operation) in Kewaunee County 
that housed over 4,000 animal units (dairy 
cows). 

In a 2014 challenge, the petitioners, 
represented by the Clean Wisconsin law 
firm and Midwest Environmental Advocates 
law firm (MEA), presented their case to 
the administrative judge, Judge Jeffrey 
Boldt. After the evidence was presented, 
Judge Boldt ruled that because there was 
a “proliferation of contaminated wells” 
(40+%), there had been a “massive 
regulatory failure” to protect the local 
ground water. The judge said that the “DNR 
needs to utilize its regulatory authority to 
require groundwater monitoring in order 
to enhance its ability to prevent further 
groundwater contamination.” 

Later, after a number of appeals and delays, 
Kinnard Farm’s legal representatives said 
that according to Wisconsin’s Act 21, the 
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DNR did not have the authority to impose 
such restrictions upon their farming 
operations, and Judge Boldt’s decision was 
overturned. The water crisis in Lincoln 
continued to grow.

Recent History

Eight years and many court battles later, 
the case moved to the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court.

On July 8, 2021, two cases, both named 
Clean Wisconsin v. Department of Natural 
Resources were heard and ruled upon by the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court. In both cases the 
Supreme Court ruled that the DNR has the 
power and must use its authority to protect 
Wisconsin’s water resources. 

The first case involved a waste water 
discharge permit issued by the DNR in 2012 
to Kinnard Farms that should have required 
offsite groundwater monitoring and imposed 
animal unit limits as the conditions required 
to reduce the risk of manure contamination 
of nearby drinking water wells. 

The second case was based upon eight high-
capacity well permits issued by the DNR 
in the Central Sands region of the state for 
large-scale agricultural irrigation, using the 
DNR’s own statements that high-capacity 
wells would harm nearby lakes and streams.

Both cases looked at the impact of the 
controversial 2011 law known as Act 21 
which limits the DNR‘s ability to use 
its permitting process to protect water 
resources. The Wisconsin Legislature and 
Wisconsin industry groups intervened in 
both cases, arguing that Act 21 prevented 
the DNR from taking steps through its 
permitting process to keep ground water and 
waterways from harm. In both cases, the 

DNR changed its position shortly after the 
election of Governor Tony Evers to support 
Clean Wisconsin’s challenges.

Since 2012, Kinnard Farms has increased 
its herd from 4000 animal units to over 
8000 animal units. Today, residents of 
Kewaunee County are continuing to fight 
for groundwater protection and the right to 
clean water.

By Paul Leline

Sources: 
cornucopia.org 
midwestadvocates.org 
cleanwisconsin.org

Your New DCEC Officers 
and Board of Directors

The following were elected to serve 
2-year terms during the annual DCEC 

retreat held on October 3, 2021:

President: Steve Eatough
First Vice President: Emeil Marks
Second Vice President: Bill Hoag
Secretary: Paul Leline
Treasurer: Eileen Andera
Dorothy Anderson, Renee McAllister, and 
Solomon Lindenberg continue as board 
members.

Mike Bahrke was hired as the new 
Executive Director.

Salamander                       Photo by Mike Bahrke
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A Challenge 
to Our Members

“Words are events, they do things, change 
things. They transform both speaker and 
hearer; they feed energy back and forth 
and amplify it. They feed understanding or 
emotion back and forth and amplify it.”
                                          Ursula K. Le Guin

This quote comes to mind as I imagine 
the potential power that lies latent within 

this human experience. In a challenge to 
myself, “What words do I share in my social 
minglings to give reverence and gratitude 
for the natural elements that construct the 
beauty and life-giving environment we all 
call home?” This should be common ground 
and relevant to each of us. What will our 
legacy be? What importance echoed by my 
chosen words will remain true generations 
from now? In order to be stewards and teach 
stewardship, we must tap into the power 
of our words and engage with the back and 
forth that amplifies what is most important 
in this human experience. We should not 
need the resources it took William Shatner 
to be humbled and brought to tears by the 
view of the fragile atmosphere of the earth 
from space. A walk in the woods should give 
us similar results.

The Door County Environmental Council 
has a strong heritage in communicating the 

Where’s Mariners Park?

After two and a half years, over $1.5 
million taxpayer dollars, a taxpayer 

survey, and two ad hoc committees, no 
overall comprehensive Mariners Park plan 
currently exists. Little progress has been 
achieved to date, not even a proper Mariners 
Park sign!

environmental factors that affect us locally. 
This board has the mission to educate the 
public and bring the conversation live to our 
community. I ask you as members, to engage 
with this council. I, as a newly appointed 
board member, would appreciate and value 
your feedback. Let’s together hone the idea 
of stewardship and continue to build a value 
system for the natural resources we all share.

By Emeil Marks
emeilmarks@gmail.com

Photographer unknown

A Walk in the Woods                                                                                          Photo by Mike Bahrke
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Professor J. Val Klump’s 
Great Lakes Presentation

O   ur Lakes, Our Responsibility was the 
title of the program presented to a 

large audience on August 18 at the Kress 
Pavilion in Egg Harbor by Dr. J. Val 
Klump, professor and dean of the School 
of Freshwater Sciences at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Professor Klump’s 
research has taken him from the Great 
Lakes to the largest and oldest lake in the 
world—Lake Baikal in eastern Siberia. 
Recently, his lab has highlighted the 
presence and dynamics of “dead zones” in 
Green Bay, Lake Michigan.

Professor Klump began his presentation by 
emphasizing that the Great Lakes account 
for 20% of the world’s freshwater. But sadly, 
there have been, and continue to be, many 
historical and current threats to the Great 
Lakes: high phosphorous levels (over half 
of the phosphorus coming into the bay of 
Green Bay is coming from agriculture), oil 
pipelines, invasives (sea lamprey, alewife, 
round goby, mussels), changing climate 
(warmer/hotter water surface temperatures), 
increased precipitation (higher water levels), 
and emerging threats (microplastics, PFAS, 
pharmaceuticals, pesticides, personal care 
products), among many others that result 
in algae blooms and dead zones. Professor 
Klump concluded his presentation with 
potential solutions for restoring the Great 
Lakes, including collaborative efforts by the 
National Estuarine Research Reserve, the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, and 
the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay, as 
well as government agencies and private 
foundations.

By Mike Bahrke

PFAS Explained

Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances 
(PFAS) are a group of widely used, long 

lasting, manufactured chemicals, components 
of which break down very slowly over time. 
Because of their widespread use and their 
persistence in the environment, many PFAS 
are found in the blood of people and animals 
all over the world and are present at low 
levels in a variety of food products and in the 
environment. PFAS are found in water, air, 
fish, and soil at locations across the nation and 
the globe. Scientific studies have shown that 
exposure to some PFAS in the environment 
may be linked to harmful health effects in 
humans and animals. There are thousands 
of PFAS chemicals, and they are found in 
many different consumer, commercial, and 
industrial products. This makes it challenging 
to study and assess the potential human health 
and environmental risks.

Researchers across the country and around 
the world are working hard to answer critical 
questions about PFAS:

• How to better and more efficiently detect 
and measure PFAS in our air, water, soil, 
and fish and wildlife

• How much people are exposed to PFAS
• How harmful PFAS are to people and the 

environment
• How to remove PFAS from drinking water 

and
• How to manage and dispose of PFAS 

PFAS Can Be Found in Many Places

PFAS can be present in our water, soil, air, 
and food as well as in materials found in our 
homes or workplaces, including:

• Drinking water—in public drinking water 
systems and private drinking water wells.
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• Soil and water at or near waste sites—at 
landfills, disposal sites, and hazardous waste 
sites such as those that fall under the federal 
Superfund and Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act programs.

• Fire extinguishing foam in aqueous 
film-forming foams (or AFFFs) used 
to extinguish flammable liquid-based 
fires—such foams are used in training and 
emergency response events at airports, 
shipyards, military bases, firefighting 
training facilities, chemical plants, and 
refineries.

• Manufacturing or chemical production 
facilities that produce or use PFAS—for 
example at chrome plating, electronics, and 
certain textile and paper manufacturers.

• Food—for example, in fish caught from 
water contaminated by PFAS and dairy 
products from livestock exposed to PFAS.

• Food packaging—for example, in grease-
resistant paper, fast food containers/
wrappers, microwave popcorn bags, pizza 
boxes, and candy wrappers.

• Household products and dust—for example, 
in stain and water-repellent products used 
on carpets, upholstery, clothing, and other 
fabrics; cleaning products; non-stick 
cookware; paints, varnishes, and sealants.

• Personal care products—for example, 
in certain shampoo, dental floss, and 
cosmetics.

• Biosolids—for example, fertilizer from 
wastewater treatment plants that is used 
on agricultural lands can affect ground and 
surface water and animals that graze on the 
land. 

People Can Be Exposed to PFAS in a 
Variety of Ways

Due to their widespread production and use, 
as well as their ability to move and persist in 
the environment, surveys conducted by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) show that most people in the United 
States have been exposed to some PFAS. 
Most known exposures are relatively low, 
but some can be high, particularly when 
people are exposed to a concentrated source 
over long periods of time. Some PFAS 
chemicals can accumulate in the body over 
time.

Current research has shown that people can 
be exposed to PFAS by:

• Working in occupations such as 
firefighting or chemicals manufacturing 
and processing.

• Drinking water contaminated with PFAS.
• Eating certain foods that may contain 

PFAS, including fish
• Swallowing contaminated soil or dust.
• Breathing air containing PFAS.
• Using products made with PFAS or that 

are packaged in materials containing 
PFAS. 

Exposure to PFAS May Be Harmful to 
Human Health

Current scientific research suggests that 
exposure to high levels of certain PFAS may 
lead to adverse health outcomes. However, 
research is still ongoing to determine how 
different levels of exposure to different 
PFAS can lead to a variety of health 
effects. Research is also underway to better 
understand the health effects associated with 
low levels of exposure to PFAS over long 
periods of time, especially in children.

What We Know about Health Effects

Current peer-reviewed scientific studies 
have shown that exposure to certain levels 
of PFAS may lead to:

• Reproductive effects such as decreased 
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fertility or increased high blood pressure 
in pregnant women.

• Developmental effects or delays in 
children, including low birth weight, 
accelerated puberty, bone variations, or 
behavioral changes.

• Increased risk of some cancers, including 
prostate, kidney, and testicular cancers.

• Reduced ability of the body’s immune 
system to fight infections, including 
reduced vaccine response.

• Interference with the body’s natural 
hormones.

• Increased cholesterol levels and/or risk of 
obesity. 

Where to Go for the Latest Information  
on PFAS:

• Federal Government Resources
• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA)
• Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 

Registry (ATSDR)
• National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
• Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
• United States Department of Defense 

(DOD)
• United States Navy
• United States Air Force, Civil Engineering 

Center
• State Government Resources
• Association of State Drinking Water 

Administrators (ASDWA)
• Interstate Technology and Regulatory 

Council (ITRC)
• Environmental Council of the States 

(ECOS)
• Environmental Research Institute of the 

States (ERIS)

Information on How to Provide Input on 
Proposed Government Actions

Under federal environmental laws, the EPA 

and other federal agencies are authorized 
to help put laws into effect by creating and 
enforcing regulations. Federal agencies 
are required to provide an opportunity for 
public comment when proposing a new 
regulation and must consider the comments 
in revising the proposal and issuing a final 
rule. In carrying out their mission to protect 
human health and the environment, the EPA 
develops regulations to prevent or to clean 
up hazardous chemicals released into our 
air, land, and water, some of which relate to 
PFAS. 

Commenting on a proposed regulation is an 
important opportunity to make your voice 
heard. It is a way for you to provide decision 
makers with key information on any or all 
aspects of the proposed action, including:

• Pointing out key issues in the proposed 
regulation that you or your community 
are concerned about.

• Offering additional data and scientific 
evidence that may not have been 
considered.

• Identifying factual errors.
• Proposing alternative solutions.

 
By Mike Bahrke

EPA’s regulations can be found at the 
following government websites:  
https://www.federalregister.gov/, and  
https://www.regulations.gov/.

For some rules, EPA holds a public hearing 
where you can provide comments in person 
or remotely. All comments—whether in 
person or written—get the same level of 
consideration.

Adapted from: Our Current Understanding 
of the Human Health and Environmental 
Risks of PFAS | US EPA.
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DCEC Leadership
PRESIDENT:  Steve Eatough, Sister Bay
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT:  Emeil Marks, Sister Bay
SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT:  Bill Hoag, Ephraim
SECRETARY:  Paul Leline, Baileys Harbor
TREASURER:  Eileen Andera, Sturgeon Bay
DIRECTORS:  
   Dorothy Anderson, Liberty Grove
   Solomon Lindenberg, Sister Bay
   Renee McAllister, Sturgeon Bay
HONORARY DIRECTORS:  
   Tony Haswell 
   James Ingwersen
   Flora Langlois
   Bob Merline  
   Carol Sills 
   Karen Wilson
   Libby Zimmerman
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: Mike Bahrke, Ellison Bay
BOOKKEEPER: Karen McCarthy, Ellison Bay
COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR:
   Kaethe Gutierrez, Sturgeon Bay

The Door County Environmental Council
P.O. Box 114
Fish Creek, WI 54212
(920) 743-6003

On the web: www.dcec-wi.org
Email: contact@dcec-wi.org 

Like and Follow us on our Facebook page: 
The Door County Environmental Council at  
https://www.facebook.com/
DCwiEnvironmentalcouncil/

DCEC MEMBERSHIP FORM -- JOIN TODAY!!

☐  $30 Individual ☐  $40 Family ☐  $50 Sustaining
☐  $100 Donor ☐  $15 Student/Limited ☐  $_______ Other

Name (s) _____________________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________
City____________________________State_____Zip________Email_____________________________________
Phone (____)______________________________                                    Door County voter?    ☐  Yes        ☐  No

Please mail with payment to:  DCEC, P.O. Box 114, Fish Creek, WI 54212

Your Government Representatives
Governor Tony Evers
  115 East Capitol
  Madison, WI 53702
  (608)266-1212
  Email: Eversinfo@wisconsin.gov
  www.evers.wi.gov

State Senator Andre Jacque
  Room 7 South
  PO Box 7882, State Capitol
  Madison, WI 53707-7882
  (608)266-3512
  Email: sen.jacque@legis.wisconsin.gov
  www.legis.wisconsin.gov/senate/01/jacque

State Representative Joel C. Kitchens
  Room 10 West
  P.O. Box 8952
  Madison, WI 53708-8952
  (608)266-5350 or (888)482-0001
  Fax: (608)282-3601
  Email: rep.kitchens@legis.wisconsin.gov
  www.legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/01/kitchens

U.S. Senator Ron Johnson
  328 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
  Washington, DC 20510
  (202)224-5323
  Milwaukee office: 414-276-7282
  Fax: (202)228-6965
  www.ronjohnson.senate.gov

U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin
  709 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
  Washington DC 20510
  (202)224-5653
  (800)247-5645
  Madison office: (608)264-5338
  www.baldwin.senate.gov

U.S. Respresentative Mike Gallagher 
  1007 Longworth House Office Bldg.
  Washington DC 20515
  (202)225-5665
  Green Bay office: (920)301-4500
  https://gallagher.house.gov

https://twitter.com/DCEC15

Instagram.com
#doorcountyenvironmentalcouncil



Door County Environmental Council, Inc.
PO Box 114
Fish Creek, WI 54212
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