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In the 1980s, Cape Cod experienced an unprecedented boom in growth that threatened the 

natural and coastal environments, as well as cultural and historical characteristics that make 

the peninsula unique. Uncoordinated and inappropriate use of the land jeopardized the fifteen 

towns of Barnstable County and the surrounding wetlands, sand dunes, woodlands, and 

grasslands that make up Cape Cod, the peninsula that projects into the Atlantic Ocean on 

Massachusetts’ east coast like a flexed arm. How could they balance environmental 

preservation with increased building, traffic, waste, and unsustainable resource use, and 

promote economic growth at the same time?  

Does this situation sound familiar? 

Door County is sometimes referred to as the Cape Cod of the Midwest. Geologically, both are 

peninsulas that jut out into large bodies of water with hundreds of miles of coastline. Both have 

small coastal towns that swell with tourists who come by car and boat during the summer 

seasons and who demand a multitude of resources and leave behind an enduring impact. Both 

have experienced substantial growth that overlooks environmental consideration, resource use, 

and affordability.  

In 1990, the Cape Cod Commission was formed and signed into law by the governor of 

Massachusetts. It established strong partnerships between local, state, and federal agencies to 

design a comprehensive and coordinated approach to planning, environmental protection, and 

economic development. Today, Cape Cod and Barnstable County can boast a year-round 

economy with thriving economic centers, well-preserved natural habitats, and open spaces. It is 

now a sustainable region with strong inter-municipal coordination and regional infrastructure. 

Join the Door County Environmental Council on October 11, 2022, in welcoming Erin Perry, the 

Deputy Director of the Cape Cod Commission. Perry will share the Commission’s goals, 

struggles, and accomplishments at the Kress Pavilion at 7:00 pm, both in-person and via a Zoom 

link at dcec-wi.org. Perhaps Door County can adopt some guidelines in becoming sustainable, 

both economically and environmentally, to the benefit of its inhabitants and its visitors. 
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