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Clean Water vs. More Milk

The S&S Jerseyland Dairy, a Door 
County Concentrated Animal Feeding 

Operation (CAFO) intends to double in 
size by 2026. Specifically, the Maplewood 
area dairy, located in the Ahnapee River 
watershed, looks to increase the number 
of animal units in its herd from 7,156 to 
14,711 by March of 2026. A single cow 
produces about 18 times the waste of a 
human. This expansion, when complete, 
will then produce the equivalent waste of 
a city of well over 200,000 people. The 
huge difference is that a city, such as Green 
Bay, would have an elaborate wastewater 
treatment facility. Door and Kewaunee 
County residents 
should be 
concerned with 
the estimated 95 
million gallons 
of manure that 
the expanded 
facility is 
expected to 
produce. Almost 
all of this 

manure, in a liquified format, will then be 
spread in Door County on land owned or 
leased by the dairy.  

S&S is the third Door and Kewaunee 
County CAFO in recent months seeking 
permission from the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) to expand. 
Is the increased milk production needed? 
The U.S. per capita milk consumption of 
fluid cow’s milk has fallen each decade 
since the 1970s. Currently, there is so much 
over-production of milk that millions of 
gallons of milk simply get dumped on the 
ground every year (Ed Toney, CEO of Cabot 

Creamery Co-
op). Since milk 
is so perishable, 
suppliers often 
turn their 
excess surplus 
fluid milk 
into cheese. 
According to the 
U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, S&S Jerseyland Dairy, Door County          Photo by Mike Bahrke
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the U.S. government now has over 1.45 
BILLION pounds of surplus cheese in 
storage. This surplus translates to over 
900,000 cubic yards of cheese which is the 
largest surplus in U.S. history. Obviously, 
at this time, we don’t need any more fluid 
milk production. 

One of the byproducts of milk production 
is manure. CAFO owners and farmers 
liquify the manure as they wash down their 
barn floors and pump the animal waste 
into large lagoons and holding tanks. This 
is done because it’s easier and cheaper 
than managing the manure in a solid state. 
The problem is: what to do with all this 
liquified manure? Spreading the manure 
on farm fields as fertilizer is the CAFO’s 
solution. Unfortunately, way more liquified 
manure is currently being spread than the 
crops need, or our thin soils can filter. 
Door County is blessed with much natural 
beauty, but sadly, it was not blessed with 
deep soils for water filtration. Additionally, 
much of the underlying rock strata is 
karst (fractured) rock that allows water 
to permeate quickly into the aquifer that 
provides our drinking water. 

The problems with groundwater 
contamination in Kewaunee County 
are well known, thanks to the extensive 
residential well water study completed 
by Dr. Mark Borchardt, former USDA 
microbiologist, and Professor Maureen 
Muldoon, a UW-Oshkosh geology 
professor. After completing the study, 
Muldoon retorted, “I cannot think of a 
hydro geologically worse place than 
northeast Wisconsin to put a lot of cows.” 
The study found that one in three wells 
in Kewaunee County had water not fit for 
human consumption. The soil conditions 
in southern Door County are like those 
in Kewaunee County. I have no doubt 

that residential well water testing in much 
of southern Door County would provide 
similarly unacceptable results.

The other water pollution that we hear less 
about, but in the long run may be even more 
damaging, is surface water contamination. 
Over application of liquified manure on 
fields already holding their maximum 
amounts of nitrates and phosphorus, leads 
to contamination of our streams, rivers, 
and ultimately our bay and lake. This is 
not something that’s going to happen. It’s 
already happening! Beach testing results 
from last summer in Door and Kewaunee 
Counties’ shores reveal dangerously high 
E.coli readings at some of our most popular 
swimming beaches. E.coli comes from many 
sources, including cow manure. Professor 
Val Klump, former Dean of the School of 
Freshwater Science at UW-Milwaukee, 
has been studying the bay for many years. 
He is warning us that way too much 
phosphorus is now entering the bay and 
that approximately 50% of that unwanted 
phosphorus is from agriculture. He reports 
that we now have dead zones in the bay 
seasonally, extending from Green Bay to 
Door County. In addition, he says huge algae 
blooms, including toxic blue-green algae 
blooms (cyanobacteria) are occurring in the 

Cheese warehouse       Photo courtesy of Pixabay



3

bay. As our bay and lake temperatures warm, 
this problem is likely to worsen since algae 
grows best in warm water. What effect will 
all this additional manure ultimately have on 
Door County tourism, real estate, the local 
economy, and our quality of life?

Clearly the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources understands this problem. 
So why don’t they address it? Well, it’s 
complicated. The DNR certainly does 
not operate independently from the state 
legislature and the governor. Large, legal 
campaign contributions from Wisconsin 
Manufacturers and Commerce, the Dairy 
Business Association, corporations, and 
wealthy individuals greatly impact our 
elections in Wisconsin. The campaign money 
pays for the large media expenses that help 
get their chosen candidates elected. Once 
elected, our representatives feel obliged to do 
the bidding of the large donors who helped 
put them in office. Unfortunately, many of 
these large donors do not want any significant 
restrictions on industry waste water.

What can be done? We need to get involved 
at the local level. We need to speak out 
about this problem at village, town, and 
county government meetings. We need to 
urge the county to adopt a manure spreading 
ordinance contingent on both the land area 
and the soil depth to bedrock where the 
spreading is to occur. There should be no 
manure spreading on areas that have less 
than five feet of soil. People need to get 
involved, write letters, attend and speak at 
village, town, and county meetings. Lastly, 
you can contribute your time and/or money 
to the Door County Environmental Council, 
the leading environmental advocacy group in 
Door County, fighting for our water quality. 
We need your help!

By Steve Eatough

An Open Letter to the 
Door County Board of 
Supervisors: 
Heartland-10 Zoning
January 23, 2023

Dear Door County Supervisor,

We were pleased to learn that the Door 
County Resource Planning Committee 
recently reversed its vote that would have 
allowed two additional types of businesses 
in Heartland-10 zoning, specifically auto 
repair and trade or contractor services. As 
found in the Door County Comprehensive 
Zoning Ordinance, Heartland-10 parcels are 
a minimum of ten acres and are intended to 
help maintain the rural character of areas 
of the interior of Door County. As stated by 
several supervisors, the proposed additional 
commercial uses do not align with the 
intention of this zoning classification.

We fully agree with the most recent 
decision of the RPC to reject additional 
types of businesses in Heartland-10 zoned 
areas of Northern Door County without an 
accompanying home, and we urge the Door 
County Board of Supervisors to support the 
RPC’s decision. 
  
Sincerely,

The Door County Environmental Council 
Board of Directors
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Back 40 Mine Update

On January 26, 2023, the Clean Water 
Action Council invited Dr. Al Gedicks, 

Professor of Sociology at UW-LaCrosse 
and Executive Secretary of the Wisconsin 
Resources Protection Council 
(www.wrpc.net) to speak about 
the Back 40 Mine and its 
current status. Dr.Gedicks works 
closely with mining-concerned 
groups in Wisconsin on a bi-
weekly basis. A recording of 
his presentation can be found 
on YouTube, listed below. The 
following is a summary of some 
of the important points of his 
presentation.

The proposed Back 40 Mine is 
located on the Menominee River 
about 60 miles upstream from the 
river’s mouth and the cities of 
Marinette, WI and Menominee, MI.

The Back 40 Mine is called a gold mine by 
the miners, but most (99%) of what would 
leave the proposed mine are sulfide ores. 
Sulfide ore examples include silver sulfide 
(AgS), mercury sulfide (HgS), lead sulfide 
(PbS), molybdenum, nickle, arsenic, zinc, 
iron, and copper sulfides. Sulfide ores, when 
mixed with moist air or water, turn into a 
sulfuric acid (H2SO4, similar to battery 
acid) and release sulfide metals into the 
soil and water in a mixture referred to as 
acid mine drainage (AMD). There is great 
opposition to these types of mines.

Aquila Resources, Inc. of Canada, originally 
had all five permits to begin mining, but 
opposition by the Menominee Indian Tribe 
of Wisconsin brought Aquila to court on 
the grounds that the “Wetland” permit 
application had fraudulent claims about the 

true environmental conditions existing and 
their assurances of protective controls to 
meet the requirements of the Clean Water 
Act of 1972. On January 4, 2021, Michigan 
Judge Poulter overturned the Wetlands 
permit on those fraudulent claims that 

the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ 
now EGLE) had approved in 
2018, even though Michigan’s 
own environmental agency 
scientists recommended the 
project be denied.

Seeing the writing on the wall, 
Aquila Resources, to avoid 
bankruptcy, withdrew all mining 
permits, and then sold the mining 
rights to the Gold Resources 
Corporation of Denver, Colorado 
(stock trading name GORO), not 
disclosing the court’s decision 
to overturn the earlier decision 

granting the wetland permit. Gold Resources 
made a deal and purchased the mine and 
mining rights, believing that all five permits 
had been approved and could be again.

The creation of an open pit mine 750 feet 
deep, in a wetland, 150 feet from the river 
bank will create a “cone of depression.” This 
cone-shaped hole would behave like kids’ 
beach holes when they strike water. The 
surrounding land’s ground waters will move 
into the cone of depression carrying with 
it the sulfide compounds with their heavy 
metals into the pit. This would constantly 
have to be pumped out and filtered before 
discharging it into the river. Aquila had 
estimated a million gallons of “degraded” 
water per day would be dumped. This 
not only pollutes the Menominee River 
and beyond, but it drains the surrounding 
wetlands below the surface, drying them out 
and changing the natural flow of the ground 

Menominee River  
Photo courtesy of the 
Michigan DNR

http://www.wrpc.net/
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water. Wetland water levels would be 
affected for as long as the open pit remains.

One ounce of gold requires approximately 
79 tons of sulfide-rich waste rock to be 
removed and processed. The Back 40 
Mine would produce and leave 70 million 
tons of acidic waste rock containing lead 
(Pb), mercury (Hg), arsenic (As), sulfuric 
acid (H2SO4) and cyanide (CN) upon the 
surface. All this is situated within a drying, 
dying wetland, within the flood plain of a 
major river system that feeds precious fresh 
water into the Great Lakes and its billions 
of dependent creatures, basically forever. If 
there is ever a significant rain event in the 
future, it could flood the mining site and 
send a tsunami of toxic waste into Green 
Bay and beyond.

The EPA illegally gave the state of Michigan 
sole control of decision making about the 
sulfide mine’s future. The Menominee 
Tribe sued the EPA alleging that the EPA 
did not have the authority to delegate 
the permitting process that is affecting 
an interstate watershed solely to the state 
of Michigan. Wisconsin’s Governor Tony 
Evers has spoken out against the Back 40 
Mine. However, the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources, under the direction 
of the Scott Walker administration, signed 
off on the federal wetlands wastewater 
discharge permit for the Back 40 Mine, 
giving the state of Michigan sole authority 
over waste water discharge permits. That 
action gives Wisconsin zero legal avenues 
to intervene in the mine project. Wisconsin’s 
only hope is that the Army Corps of 
Engineers deems the Menominee River a 
navigable waterway, which would open up a 
new avenue for Wisconsin, the Menominee 
Nation, and Michigan to be included in 
federal protection of the Menominee River 
under The Clean Water Act of 1972.

It was also noted that allowing the Back 
40 Mine to go forward would wipe out 
$200,000,000 worth of past efforts by 
the Federal, Wisconsin, and Michigan 
governments, used to clean up the lower 
Menominee River and create a sustainable 
habitat for sturgeon, the sacred fish of the 
Menominee Tribe.

The International Mining Industry admits 
that community support and a social license 
to operate a mine is as important as a legal 
regulatory license for granting permission 
to mine. There is also much political risk 
on both sides of the issue. That’s why it’s 
so important that all the affected groups 
(everybody) throughout the Great Lakes get 
behind the opposition to this mine and other 
threats. Most of the surrounding counties 
of the Back 40 Mine site have passed 
resolutions against the mining project.

Mine sites are vulnerable, and examples are 
numerous around the globe of toxic holding 
pond levees breaking causing immediate 
and catastrophic damage to water, land, and 
air, destroying communities, tourism, and 
economic stability in one fell swoop.

The Menominee River and the Great 
Lakes need our help. We must be part of 
the movement to stop this mine from ever 
existing.

By Paul Leline

Join and support: The Coalition to SAVE the 
Menominee River, Inc. at  
https://jointherivercoalition.org.

Source: 
YouTube title: “Professor Al Gedicks 
Provides the Latest Update on the Back 40 
Mine.” Presented January 26, 2023.

https://jointherivercoalition.org/
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Knowing More About PFAS

With a large increase in the number 
and the volume of pollutants, water 

quality has significantly changed since 
the 1900s. While modern products use 
chemistry that can make our everyday 
living easier, they have also led to harmful 
toxins in our water, soil, and air. Relatively 
recent legislation has prioritized many 
chemicals as harmful to human and animal 
health including per-and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS), and there are more 
than one thousand different types. They 
remain unchanged and persistent in our 
environment for long periods of time. PFAS 
and other manmade chemicals have been 
linked to a variety of health issues, including 
the disruption of endocrine function.

Manufactured items that expose us to 
PFAS include cleaning products, water-
resistant fabrics, personal care products, 
grease-resistant paper, nonstick cookware, 
and stain-resistant coatings. A few of the 
common chemicals within this category 
used in everyday products include 
fluorochemicals, triclosan, and Teflon. 

In 2016, the Lautenberg Chemical Safety 
Act was passed into law to address the 
increase in toxic chemicals harmful to 
our health. Locally our federal and state 
governments have documented that the 
Great Lakes area, in communities such as 
Peshtigo and Marinette, have some of the 
highest concentrations of PFAS chemicals 
in the state. To find out more information, 
visit the Wisconsin PFAS data viewer, an 
interactive map, at https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/
topic/PFAS/DataViewer. 

While municipal utilities do a good job 
cleaning our water for household use, 
detecting PFAS is not routinely performed. 

Each state can regulate safe levels of 
PFAS and manufacturing plants’ use of 
and disposal of these chemicals. However, 
Wisconsin does not regulate manufacturing 
of products known to contribute to PFAS 
contamination. One way to begin is to 
list the hazardous chemicals and then 
monitor and detect the amounts in our 
water. Consumers can also contribute to 
the decrease of these chemicals by seeking 
alternative products to those known to have 
high levels of PFAS.

In 2022, the Environmental Protection 
Agency changed the allowable level of 
PFOS in water to .02 ppt and allowable 
PFOA to .004 ppt. Yet bottled water 
contains PFAS and is not regulated. To 
help reduce PFAS consumption, the public 
can filter their water in several ways. The 
National Sanitation Foundation certifies 
filters that can remove PFAS (https://factor.
niehs.nih.gov/2022/4/feature/3-feature-
pfas-water-filter). Brita water filters or 
refrigerator filters help remove only some 
PFAS chemicals. Tools consumers can 
use to test for PFAS include administering 
a water test or completing the Toxicant-
Induced Loss of Tolerance (TILT) survey to 
determine one’s source of sensitivities.

While the EPA created the PFAS Innovative 
Treatment Team (PITT) to find solutions 
for the removal and disposal of PFAS, in 
Wisconsin we can create legislation to 
regulate manmade chemicals. Because 
manufacturing has little to no oversight 
and creates thousands of types of inorganic 
compounds which do not disintegrate back 
to organic atoms for long periods of time, 
we also need to change the manufacturing of 
manmade chemicals or the water we drink 
will continue to be contaminated. 

By Renee McAllister 
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Sources: 
https://www.aquasana.com/info/cities-with-
pfoa-pfas-contamination-pd.html

https://www.cleanwateraction.org/sites/
default/files/MA%20PFAS%20Fact%20
Sheet%20-%20Shopper%27s%20Guide%20
to%20Avoiding%20PFAS.pdf 
 
https://www.consumerreports.org/
health/food-contaminants/dangerous-
pfas-chemicals-are-in-your-food-
packaging-a3786252074/

https://dhs.wisconsin.gov/chemical/pfas.htm

https://www.epa.gov/chemical-research/
pfas-innovative-treatment-team-pitt

https://www.epa.gov/sdwa/questions-and-
answers-drinking-water-health-advisories-
pfoa-pfos-genx-chemicals-and-pfbs#q5

https://tiltresearch.org/about-tilt/

An Open Letter to the 
Door County Board of 
Supervisors: 
Public Health and 
Groundwater Protection 
Ordinance

January 27, 2023 

Dear Door County Supervisor, 

With the ever-increasing number and 
expansion of Concentrated Animal Feeding 
Operations (CAFOs) in northeastern 
Wisconsin – 23 in Brown County, 17 in 

Kewaunee County, and now two in Door 
County, and yet another seeking CAFO 
status, our ground and surface waters are 
under assault like never before. Kewaunee 
County, with its water-dependent agriculture 
and growing tourism, and Door County, 
with its water-based tourism, are among 
the leading contributors to our regional and 
county economies and have the most to lose 
due to contaminated and polluted water.

Since 2016, Kewaunee County has had a 
public health and groundwater protection 
ordinance in place. (See website below.) The 
purpose of this ordinance is to promote the 
health and general welfare of the public by 
protecting and preventing the contamination 
of groundwater quality in Kewaunee 
County. This is achieved by regulating 
local land use and management based upon 
vulnerable geographic considerations such 
as areas of shallow soil depth to carbonate 
bedrock, otherwise referred to as shallow 
karst landscapes.

As CAFOs continue to proliferate and 
expand, including in Door County, we urge 
the Door County Board of Supervisors 
to take preemptive action by adopting a 
groundwater protection ordinance similar to 
the Kewaunee County ordinance. 

Sincerely, 

The Door County Environmental Council 
Board of Directors

https://www.kewauneeco.org/i/f/files/
Ordinances/Chapter%2030.pdf
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Our Shoreland Zoning 
Problem

Shorelands, also known as riparian 
zones, protect waterbodies from damage 

and nutrient runoff. Riparian areas filter 
nutrients and runoff helping to maintain 
water quality. Shorelands are critical, natural 
assets that protect water quality. These 
benefits in turn support clean lakes, quality 
fishing, and recreational opportunities for 
residents and visitors. This “ecosystem 
service” contributes to a significant part 
of Wisconsin’s $20.9 billion tourism and 
recreation economy.

The WDNR helped create some of the first 
administrative protections for shorelands in 
the 1960s under the administrative rules of 
Chapter NR 115.

The idea was that shoreland zoning would 
help to protect clean water. Section NR 
115.01 provides that shoreland subdivision 
and zoning regulations shall “further 
the maintenance of safe and healthful 
conditions; prevent and control water 
pollution; protect spawning grounds, fish 
and aquatic life; control building sites, 
placement of structure and land use and 
preserve shore cover and natural beauty.” It 
requires counties to promote public health, 
safety, and general welfare by adopting 
zoning regulations for the protection of all 
shorelands in unincorporated areas that 
meet shoreland zoning minimum standards 
promulgated by the WDNR.

With the 2011 Act 170, we started to see a 
change. It limited local governments from 
adopting more restrictive standards for 
nonconforming structures than what had 
been stated in NR 115.14. Non-conforming 
structures are buildings that existed 
lawfully before current zoning standards 

were enacted but do not conform to current 
standards. Owners are usually allowed to 
maintain such structures, but any upgrades 
and changes are governed by zoning rules.

Then again with the 2013 Act 80, which 
was defined via statute-specific statewide 
standards for shoreland ordinances in 
incorporated areas (cities and villages) with 
respect to building setbacks and vegetative 
buffers, the role of the WDNR was supplanted 
in establishing those standards via rule, and 
further limited county and local units of 
government in developing more restrictive or 
appropriate local shoreland standards.

The 2015 Act 55 (the biennial state budget) 
included a provision stating that counties 
“may not regulate a matter more restrictively 
than the matter is regulated by a shoreland 
zoning standard.” As a result of these changes, 
local governments could no longer add 
increased regulations for a shoreland, even 
when the state standards do not effectively 
protect waterbody health.

These legislative changes succeeded in 
limiting both the WDNR and the local 
government’s ability to administer shoreland 
zoning and adequately protect shorelines. 
When shoreland zoning was originally 
enacted, the legislature delegated broad 
authority to the WDNR to create minimum 
shoreland zoning standards and afforded 
discretion to local government to set 
more protective standards and restrictions 
for shoreland activities. Since 2011, the 
legislature has been directly writing shoreland 
zoning standards in statutes, codifying, 
superseding, and supplementing the minimum 
standards and nonconforming structure 
provisions in NR 115.

This imbalance of power has a direct effect 
on the current and future water quality 
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that we all love and enjoy here in Door 
County. Arguably, we are at a time when 
a citizen’s need for knowledge and direct 
action couldn’t be greater.

By Emeil Marks

Sources: 
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2011/
related/lcactmemo/act170.pdf

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2013/
related/lcactmemo/act080.pdf

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/
proposals/sb21

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/
admin_code/nr/100/115/Title

https://wigreenfire.org/2019/wp-content/
uploads/2022/09/WGF_2022_OppNow_
ImbalancePower_Final-web.pdf

So What’s in Your Water?

With an increase in the number and 
size of Concentrated Animal Feeding 

Operations (CAFOs) in Kewaunee and 
now Door Counties, and the fact that 
water-dependent tourism and agriculture 
are among the leading contributors to our 
regional and local economies, it’s surprising 
that no local or regional media regularly 
report on the quality of the water at our Door 
and Kewaunee County beaches, especially 
because this information is important and 
readily available.

Every summer, June through August, the 
Wisconsin DNR publishes E. coli reports for 
public beaches in all 72 Wisconsin counties, 
including at least 53 beaches in Door County 
and 6 beaches in Kewaunee County  
(https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/beachhealth/). We 
were shocked when we became aware of 
last summer’s E. coli readings for Door and 
Kewaunee County beaches, particularly 
during August 2022, which is traditionally 
the most popular month for tourists to visit 
Door and Kewaunee Counties.

During the summer of 2022, Otumba Park 
Beach in Sturgeon Bay had the most (19) 
unsafe, elevated E. coli findings. Fish Creek 
had 12, Ephraim had 10, and Baileys Harbor 
had 4, among others.

In addition to the E. coli readings for Door 
County Beaches, we have also obtained 
the E. coli readings for Kewaunee County 
beaches during the summer of 2022. Again, 
the results are startling! During the summer 
of 2022, Crescent Beach in Algoma had 13 
unsafe, elevated E. coli findings. Not to be 
surpassed, Selner Park Beach in Kewaunee 
had 17! 

Given the popularity of Door and Kewaunee 

HWY 42 Spring Cleanup

Are you looking for an easy way to help 
the environment? 

Our Highway 42 spring cleanup date is set 
for Saturday, May 6 in Egg Harbor. This is 
also a great way to get to know the members 
of the DCEC board and enjoy some spring 
weather too!

Contact us by email at contact@dcec-wi.org  
to be added to the highway cleanup crew.

Vecteezy.com

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2011/related/lcactmemo/act170.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2011/related/lcactmemo/act170.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2013/related/lcactmemo/act080.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2013/related/lcactmemo/act080.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/proposals/sb21
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/proposals/sb21
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/100/115/Title
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/100/115/Title
https://wigreenfire.org/2019/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/WGF_2022_OppNow_ImbalancePower_Final-web.pdf
https://wigreenfire.org/2019/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/WGF_2022_OppNow_ImbalancePower_Final-web.pdf
https://wigreenfire.org/2019/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/WGF_2022_OppNow_ImbalancePower_Final-web.pdf
https://dnr.wi.gov/beachhealth/
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County beaches during the summer 
months, it’s surprising that no local 
or regional media are regularly 
reporting this information. Why not? 
Is it a fear of rocking the tourism boat 
and questioning current agricultural 
practices? Whatever the reason, can 
you, just for a moment, imagine Door 
and Kewaunee Counties with beaches 
that have become basically unusable? 
We can’t let this happen!

Hopefully you will join us as we work 
to ensure that residents and visitors 
are made aware of these findings and 
in eliminating the causes of these 
insults to our fragile environment.

The Door County Environmental 
Council Board of Directors

Beach Name Sample Date/Time E. Coli Value
Otumba Park Beach 44775.36458 53.7
Otumba Park Beach 44776.41667 228.2
Otumba Park Beach 44777.34375 84.2
Otumba Park Beach 44781.39236 1299.7**
Otumba Park Beach 44782.41667 1413.6**
Otumba Park Beach 44783.38194 93.3
Otumba Park Beach 44784.32986 980.4*
Otumba Park Beach 44788.35764 435.2*
Otumba Park Beach 44789.42222 178.5
Otumba Park Beach 44790.36319 1553.1**
Otumba Park Beach 44791.35069 1986.3**
Otumba Park Beach 44792.4125 2419.6**
Otumba Park Beach 44793.375 1203.3**
Otumba Park Beach 44794.375 53.7
Otumba Park Beach 44796.36111 82.2
Otumba Park Beach 44797.5 2419.6**
Otumba Park Beach 44798.43333 2419.6**
Otumba Park Beach 44801.34375 166.4
Otumba Park Beach 44802.32639 488.4*
Otumba Park Beach 44803.38542 1203.3**

Beach volcanoes                                                                                                            Photo by Mike Bahrke

Otumba Beach in Sturgeon Bay had the most frequent 
advisories and closings in Door County in August, 2022.

* Advisory signs are posted whenever the water quality 
criterion of 235 colony-forming units (CFU) of E. coli/100 ml 
of water is exceeded.

** Beaches are closed when E.coli levels exceed 1,000 
CFU/100 ml, indicating a more serious risk of  illness. While 
the maximum reported E.coli level is 2,419.6 CFU/100ml, 
actual levels may be higher.

Cardinal query      Photo by Mike Bahrke
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The Door County Environmental Council
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Sister Bay, WI 54234
(920) 743-6003 and 920-633-4084

On the web: www.dcec-wi.org
Email: contact@dcec-wi.org 

Like and Follow us on our Facebook page: 
The Door County Environmental Council at  
https://www.facebook.com/
DCwiEnvironmentalcouncil/
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Address_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Please mail with payment to:  DCEC, 10579 Country Walk Dr., Unit #24, Sister Bay, WI 54234

Your Government Representatives
Governor Tony Evers
  115 East Capitol
  Madison, WI 53702
  (608)266-1212
  Email: Eversinfo@wisconsin.gov
  www.evers.wi.gov

State Senator Andre Jacque
  Room 7 South
  PO Box 7882, State Capitol
  Madison, WI 53707-7882
  (608)266-3512
  Email: sen.jacque@legis.wisconsin.gov
  www.legis.wisconsin.gov/senate/01/jacque

State Representative Joel C. Kitchens
  Room 10 West
  P.O. Box 8952
  Madison, WI 53708-8952
  (608)266-5350 or (888)482-0001
  Fax: (608)282-3601
  Email: rep.kitchens@legis.wisconsin.gov
  www.legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/01/kitchens

U.S. Senator Ron Johnson
  328 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
  Washington, DC 20510
  (202)224-5323
  Milwaukee office: 414-276-7282
  Fax: (202)228-6965
  www.ronjohnson.senate.gov

U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin
  709 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
  Washington DC 20510
  (202)224-5653
  (800)247-5645
  Madison office: (608)264-5338
  www.baldwin.senate.gov

U.S. Respresentative Mike Gallagher 
  1007 Longworth House Office Bldg.
  Washington DC 20515
  (202)225-5665
  Green Bay office: (920)301-4500
  https://gallagher.house.gov

https://twitter.com/DCEC15

Instagram.com
#doorcountyenvironmentalcouncil
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