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DCEC Summer Seminars Started

Getting the Newsletter Electronically?

The first in the summer series of free seminars at 
Crossroads At Big Creek started off on April 17th 

with a great video presentation titled, “Last Call At 
The Oasis” which is a powerful critique of the 
pending water problems in the United States and 
the entire world. The video gives a vivid illustration 
of Hoover Dam, which supplies the water and 
electricity for Las Vegas, showing how the 
mountain ice melt has diminished causing the 
Lake Mead water level to continue dropping. This 
means that unless there are some major changes 
in water supply and use, the facility will stop 
generating electricity by 2020 and the city will be 
in big water and electricity shortage difficulties.

Pollution reigns supreme in most of the countries 
that were visited in the movie, but most specific 
and easy to remember is the biblical Jordan River 
where people are still being baptized by full 
immersion. The area where most of these religious 
ceremonies take place is fairly clean, but a few 
miles downstream the water quality is terrible due 
to city pollution. In arid regions of the world and in 
parts of this country, cattle owners are having to 
sell off their stock because of water shortages.

One workable solution to alleviate shortages is the 
recycling of household wastewater from all uses. 
This sounds a little repulsive, but as shown in the 
video, it is being done successfully and at 

considerable cost saving. To prove that recycled 
water can become a new national effort, Jack 
Black (the movie star) drank from a clear recycled 
water bottle with the label, “Porcelain Springs”. 
That name was chosen from a whole list of 
suggested names for the recycled water. After all, 
every bit of the water we see and use has been 
recycled by nature many times, there is no new 
water.

The next in our Crossroads at Big Creek series will 
be on Wednesday, May 22nd at 7:00 p.m. with 
Andrew Werthmann, Wisconsin organizer for the 
PEW Charitable Trust Campaign coming from 
Eau Claire. He will be talking about the 
“Environmental, economic and health impacts 
of mega-animal operations on traditional family 
farms”. This is a must see for local family farm 
operators and those who support sustainable 
family farms. Don’t miss this one!

A future presentation on June 12th will feature 
“Gasland”, an expose’ of the gory details of 
fracking for natural gas which has become an 
entire new and deplorable industry. An industry 
complete with “GAG" orders on people who have 
leased their land and anyone who might wish to let 
everyone know what is really involved in the 
dangerous and destructive procedure of fracking 
for natural gas.          (JMV)

Your copy of  the DCEC newsletter can now be received electronically. 
Interested? Simply provide us with your current working email address, 
at: info@dcec-wi.org. The newsletter will be sent to you as a PDF 
attachment, which can be opened by Adobe Acrobat Reader, for your 
viewing and printing needs.



Many of you have experienced the infamous Interstate 43 
air quality change at the State Highway XX intersection in 
Manitowoc County, near the village of Cleveland. In 
summer with the windows open (or closed) you noticed the 
distinct odor of animal waste. Not the usual conventional 
manure smell but something stronger, more distinct and 
intense that even made your eyes burn. 

The origin of that odor was/is a mega-farm operation west 
of the highway. This is becoming more common in 
Kewaunee County as they now have 17 or more of these 
concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFOs). Each 
one of these animal factories displaces several 
conventional farm operations, through competition for 
rental land, for 
feed, for water, 
or outright 
purchase and 
the end result 
is destruction of 
communities, 
nothing less.

Community 
leaders in 
Kewaunee 
County have 
made some 
decisions to 
save their air 
quality and 
maintain what 
remains of ordinary agriculture in the locations they have 
chosen to live. A powerful new group has been formed, 
Kewaunee Cares, with dedicated leadership and support 
from Wisconsin and beyond, rallying and sharing 
information about the latest threat from the CAFOs. The 
latest threat to come from the organizers of these 
operations is the use of irrigation-type spraying devices 
operating from a center pivot and supplied by buried pipe 
systems under pressure.

With the use of these aerial spray systems, there is no way 
that it will be possible for anyone, including the operator, to 
monitor the amount of nutrient (liquid manure, nitrogen and 
others) that is being applied at any particular time and it 
can and will be done at any time of the growing season. 
This new animal waste disposal system is also regulated 
by “Best Management Practices” whose restrictions are 

voluntary and as a result have no real enforcement. 
Former Brown County Conservationist Bill Hafs indicated 
in his report to the Soil and Water Committee that their 
largest CAFO was projected to have 24,750 animals 
(proposed). He also indicated that in Brown County of the 
80 farms inspected to date to evaluate edibility and 
compliance with NR 151 rules, 0% are in compliance. 
This reads that NONE were in compliance with the rules 
that are the sole voluntary regulatory control that exists 
for these farms.

Unfortunately for everyone, these operations are 
functioning entirely independent of any official inspection 
procedure, either from the destination of their product or the 

State of Wisconsin. 
The legislation 
that is pending in 
Wisconsin would 
effectively put a gag 
order on anyone who 
works at or for these 
operations. This is 
similar to the felony 
that can be imposed 
on individuals 
who expose the 
actual fracking 
procedures. This 
is a sad prognosis 
for the outstanding 
reputation that 
Wisconsin had 

achieved in the past through careful and responsible 
maintenance of a world respected dairy industry.

Richard Oswald, author and critic summed it up quite well:
“It isn’t right to place more farm animals on land than the 
land can honestly be expected to support. It isn’t right for 
anyone to degrade the value of neighboring residential 
property, especially when he himself is not willing to live on 
site and raise his own family next to his CAFO. It isn’t right 
to destroy the value of native resources by contaminating 
them with huge amounts of manure, manure that can be a 
blessing on farmland where it can be reasonably utilized. It 
isn’t right to steal opportunity from family farms while 
polluting both markets and the environment with their 
special brand of excess”.       
                   (JMV)

There's Something Smelly In The Air
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There's Something Smelly In The Air



Scenic attributes are what makes our Door County 
unique, with people traveling thousands of miles to 
be able to appreciate the things we take for granted. 
Many of us depend on the revenue that is brought as 
travelers come to “little kingdom.” 
Authors write about and artists 
attempt to copy these local scenic 
wonders, often with great success. 
Through the years we have seen 
a gradual transition from scenic 
drives to straight and widened 
roadways that take away most of 
the charm that was once an asset. 

The local state highways have 
gone through some serious 
revision plans, but have survived 
the improvement plans. Highway 
57 north of Bailey’s Harbor was to 
sacrifice the stone fences that are 
a beautiful testimony to early 
settlers, and citizen concerns 
changed those plans. Highway 42 
north of Sturgeon Bay has lost most of the stately 
trees that once graced that roadway. The local 
Highway Department even planted small groups of 
trees along the two highways in Southern Door with 
funding from the State of Wisconsin, only to have 
them neglected and eventually gone (along with the 

picnic tables). These are in common practice in 
many areas of lower Michigan where scenic 
roadways stay scenic. I have driven on county roads 
in Michigan that are similar to our town roads here, 

with implied road ditches and 
curves that control speed 
automatically.

In northern Door County, a 
dedicated group of citizens has 
been working hard to preserve 
some of their most scenic roads 
from modernization, whatever that 
might imply. If it is widening to 
accommodate special traffic or 
safety issues, a certain amount of 
discretion is needed to maintain 
whatever makes that particular 
road unique and in most instances 
a compromise can be made 
workable. In this area, where so 
much emphasis is placed on 
attracting travelers to bring their 

cash and their kids, it would seem like a common-
sense measure to ensure that these dedicated 
Heritage Roads reflect the real reason for coming to 
Door County.        
                    (JMV)
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Saving Our Rural Roads

Homeowner Well Testing 2013 Schedule
Homeowners will be voluntarily testing their well water 
supply in two areas of Door County this summer, with a 
complete individual well testing for $100. Baileys 
Harbor town residents will be picking up their sample 
bottles prior to Saturday, August 17th and returning 
them to the town office on Sunday, August 18th. The 
village of Egg Harbor and town of Egg Harbor 
residents will be able to pick up their sample bottles on 
August 17th, and return them to the Egg Harbor village 
office on Sunday, August 18th. A volunteer will be 
needed to take the samples to Stevens Point Sunday 
afternoon. After the water samples are analyzed at UW/
SP, Kevin Masarik of the University staff will schedule a 
meeting with the well owners to evaluate their results. 
This well information is confidential and is not released 
to any agency or individuals other than the well owners.

Liberty Grove and Gibraltar towns have both 
conducted this homeowner well testing program with 

satisfactory results and the up-to-date knowledge of 
their water quality. We hope that more towns will take 
advantage of the advertising cost-share promotion of 
$500 and the reasonable cost of the official water test. 
With the possibility of liquid animal waste being utilized 
on the mega-farm operations in neighboring Kewaunee 
County, and possibly here in our area, the threat to 
groundwater will increase dramatically, especially in 
southern Door County.

We anticipate that all of the towns in the County will 
eventually take advantage of this reasonable water 
testing program so that areas of pollution can be 
identified. You owe it to your family to ensure that the 
water you depend on for daily use is free of 
contaminants and elements that are detrimental to 
good health.    
              (JMV)



What's Happening?
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What's Happening?
Strange and very unconventional things are 
happening all over Wisconsin, the nation and the 
world and the trend seems to be exponentially 
increasing!

Wisconsin mineral assets are being exploited by an 
out-of-state mining conglomerate with the profits to 
go out of state, all with the sanction of our 
Wisconsin government, to create a limited number of 
jobs. U. S. and Canadian companies and individuals 
are exploiting mineral assets in South American 
countries where the governments there do not 
realize the value of their own mineral and energy 
assets, all for corporate financial gain.

University of Wisconsin Stevens Point hydrologists 
are alarmed because of high volume wells drawing 
down the aquifer all over our state. This is especially 
vivid in the central sands area where the Little Plover 
River flow diminishes to nothing in irrigating season. 
The Little Plover River made the National 
Endangered River list, yet the responsible state 
agency (WDNR) allows more high volume wells for 

expansion with minimal impact evaluation. This is 
critical for people with a limited and easily 
contaminated water supply, like ours.

A Grant County land parcel of 9,800 acres has been 
purchased by a developer, UBS AgriVest a unit of 
Swiss banking giant UBS, that paid $67.5 million  
(about $7,000 an acre) with the likely prospect that it 
will eventually be owned by foreign investors. State 
law presently allows only 640 acres to be owned by 
out-of-country investors, but there is a clause hidden 
in the Governor’s budget to create new legislation to 

allow much larger land transfers to foreigners for 
reasons unknown.

Oil pipelines are rupturing all over the country and 
owners are creating no-fly zones over these 
locations to prevent investigators from evaluating the 
real damage. The abrasive nature of tar sands oil 
causes weaknesses in the pipelines to burst and 
spill. Environmental regulations are being shoved 
aside to enable more pipeline locations, all without 
public input being seriously considered.

Those super-rich infamous brothers, deniers of 
climate change, billionaire oil moguls, and 
environment destroyers, are expanding so we may 
also know them as major newspaper controllers. At a 
recent annual seminar in Aspen, it was discussed 
that the “Industries” would purchase the entire 
Tribune Company or at least the bundle of eight 
newspapers, valued at $623 million. The purchase 
would put the brothers in charge of a large chunk of 
America’s largest print media, including newspapers 
like the Chicago Tribune, The Los Angeles Times, 
and the second-largest Spanish-language daily 
newspaper, Hoy.  Controlling the television media 
isn’t powerful enough to influence the entire public.

New AG GAG regulations are trying to effectively 
stifle any attempts to create openness at the large 
new animal “facilities” that are springing up all over 
Wisconsin and the mid-west, in places where they 
are allowed. Any attempt to photograph or document 
conditions at these mega-farms is now considered a 
felony, even if done by those who are employed in 
these facilities as laborers. The well-defined 
message in this action is that NO ONE should know 
what is going on in these facilities or be able to 
correct conditions that may exist. If there were 
nothing wrong happening at these mega operations, 
there would be no need to prevent inspection.

What this all tells us is that all types of big 
business must have learned some lessons from the 
big banks. If you cannot buy your way past the 
regulations, you can buy someone who will help 
change the regulations, and if that doesn’t work, just 
bully your way through, do whatever you wish and 
pay the small penalty.     
                   (JMV)

Friends of the Little Plover River 
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Eileen Andera    DCEC President
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Federal Rules Coming At LastFederal Rules Coming At Last
Federal rules are forthcoming that will align the regulations governing the proper disposal of fly ash and scrubber 
sludge from coal fired generating facilities all over the nation. In addition there are plans to control the discharge 
of cooling water that has been polluted in the process. Neither of these procedures had been an integral part of 
the control which in most cases fell upon the State regulators to resolve problems at generating plants.

Our DCEC action several years ago during the power plant controversy called attention to the improper storage of 
coal ash at the Wisconsin Public Service (WPS) operated Pulliam power plant in Green Bay. In that instance the 
coal ash/sludge was stored on a location directly adjacent to Bay waters, with no berm or other structure to keep 
the concentrated hazardous elements from leaching into the Bay, other than thick phragmites growth. After 
publicly calling attention to the problem and demanding better control of the ash, a more acceptable storage 
location was developed inland from the Bay with reasonable berms to contain the waste.

Surface water runoff from coal storage piles and the operations that are evident at these facilities will also be 
addressed in the proposed new federal rules specifically aimed at coal generating locations. As you might 
suspect, little attention had been given to these issues by the state agencies charged with the responsibility of 
supervising coal-generating facilities. To illustrate that point, WPS had been in violation of the emission limits 
every quarter since 1999 and it took action by the Environmental Protection Agency to force discontinuance of 
exceeding the limits, as the State citations were not effectively enforced. Aligning the enforcement procedures for 
coal generation federally may bring an end to the flagrant violations.
                    (JMV)

In my never ending quest to keep things out of the landfill, I’ve discovered a few more ideas to re-purpose so called 
“garbage” into something useful.
 
Stained Tablecloth: If you can sew, you could take a stained tablecloth and cut it into a table runner and add tassels 
to the ends for a flashy finish. Or cut out napkins and just finish the edges. You could also cut out placemats and add 
batting for a quilted look. Maybe there would be enough material to use for valances. How about using it for chair 
pads or depending on the fabric, kitchen towels? Finally, the scraps could be cut into squares for quilt pieces. Just by 
avoiding the stained spot you can still get life out of a favorite tablecloth that got stained from spilled gravy!
 
Old Wooden Window: One friend took a 4-pane window and painted each pane depicting our 4 seasons. She added 
a small flowerbox to the front and hung it on the wall of a window-less basement room to brighten up her dank craft 
room. Another use for the window is to build a cold-frame outside, add a hinge to the window and start the growing 
season early.
 
Old Greeting Cards: My nephew loved this craft project because he had amassed quite a collection of birthday cards 
with fire trucks and construction equipment and could now view them all at once. We simply cut out the trucks, 
mounted them to a sturdy cardboard and covered it all with clear Contac paper to make his very favorite and very 
large placemat. You could collect seasonal cards or magazine pictures and keep changing the placemats with the 
seasons. The kids love this project because it’s so easy to do and can make each holiday special.
 
Wine Corks: If you slice the corks in half the long way or sideways like a sausage (you will need a very sharp knife) 
you will have a flat side that you can then glue to a sturdy backing to make coasters, trivets, or a bulletin board. One 
friend glued the corks around the edges of a picture frame to remember a wine-tasting vacation in California.
 
Jewelry Display Case: This winter rummaging with my friend brought the most fun and memorable “find” of all.  We 
found this odd-shaped, glass, 2-tiered thing-a-ma-bob that she just had to buy because it was so odd, well made and 
only $2.00. She researched it online and found out it was the inside of an old jewelry display case. She is planning on 
wiring it for a table lamp or hang it upside-down for a chandelier. It's really weird, fun, and cool all at the same time!
 
Using your imagination or getting ideas from the web really can turn trash into something useful and most importantly, 
keep it out of the landfill. It's fun!

Once Something Old...Now, Something New...



It isn’t right to place more farm animals on land than the land can honestly be expected to support. It isn’t right for 
anyone to degrade the value of neighboring residential property, especially when he himself is not willing to live on 
site and raise his own family next to his CAFO. It isn’t right to destroy the value of native resources by contaminating 
them with huge amounts of manure, manure that can be a blessing on farmland where it can be reasonably utilized. 
It isn’t right to steal opportunity from family farms while polluting both markets and the environment with their special 
brand of excess.

Water is supposed to be clear. Healthy oceans and lakes can be emerald green or sky blue. In CAFO country, where 
manure volumes continue to grow and flow, water can also be red, yellow, black - and putrid.

To farmers who’ve waded and worn various amounts of manure most of their working lives, it sometimes seems a 
little silly to place so much blame on it. The difference is that our family farms actually don’t generate enough to suit 
us. We’d love to have more to enrich our fields and cut back commercial fertilizer bills. To us, it’s a natural resource. 
The difference is that when too many animals become concentrated in too small an area, fertility overload is the 
result. Land can’t handle the sheer volume of so much concentration. To make matters worse, soil types and 
topography can be all wrong for absorbing the surplus. What happens next? Mother Nature flushes with rain and 
runoff into streams and rivers. All of a sudden, water, our greatest, most important natural resource itself becomes a 
source of pollution.

Real farms are the first recyclers. All those things go back biblically where they came from, just the same as the 
farmers themselves; ashes to ashes, dust to dust. But when greed and money get in the way of common sense, too 
much of a good thing is always bad, these days it is happening way too much.          
                         (Richard Oswald,  Author and critic)

Gibraltar High School environmental science students 
learn about aquatic ecosystems and stream ecology 
through hands-on experience. After learning about 
aquatic systems in the classroom, students visit two 
different streams to perform aquatic inventories and 
water quality tests. Since 1995, Mr. Tupa, their 
instructor, has taken an 
annual field trip to 
monitor the aquatic life 
and water quality at 
Strawberry Creek near 
Sturgeon Bay and the 
Kewaunee River. 

On a crisp October 
morning, students put 
on waders, get into the stream, collect / identify 
aquatic life, measure water quality, and observe the 
chinook salmon egg collection process at Strawberry 
Creek. After lunch, the students 
travel to the Kewaunee River to 
perform the same tests and collect 
data at the Buzz Besadny 
Anadromous Fisheries Facility 
located west of Kewaunee at N3884 

Ransom Moore Lane. 
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/hatcheries/cdbesadny.html 
 
With their waders on, students enter the Kewaunee 
River to observe 
salmon spawning, 
measure stream flow, 
collect and identify 
aquatic organisms, 
and measure water 
quality components. In 
the days that follow, 
students compile their data, finish calculations, and 
make observations about these two aquatic 
systems. Afterward, students look at data from 
previous years to create graphs, make comparisons, 
and note trends or changes in the water quality and 
aquatic life. 

Years later, when students return 
for school visits, they reminisce 
about their experience, and 
remember the day that they 
ventured into the flowing current of 
these two streams.     (Dave Tupa)
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Environmental Science Project at GibraltarEnvironmental Science Project at Gibraltar

Factory Farms Just Aren't Right!Factory Farms Just Aren't Right!

Dave Tupa

Dave Tupa
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The DCEC Endowment Fund exists so that 
the future of Door County’s open spaces 

and family farms can be protected far 
into the future.

Every year the fund grows as contributions are 
made and the interest accumulates. You can 
help this important fund grow even faster by 

remembering DCEC in your estate plans. 
Each bequest, through your will and estate 
funding helps bring us one step closer to 

financial independence, allowing us to take 
tough, sometimes unpopular positions that 
protect our county for future generations.

Whether you can contribute now or later 
please make a point of supporting the 

DCEC ENDOWMENT FUND.
Legacies, memorials ,and direct gifts are 

deeply appreciated. Please call or have your 
advisor contact Jerry Viste at: (920) 743-6003 

or dcec@itol.com for further information.

DCEC Endowment FundDCEC Endowment Fund

2013 is here....Did You Remember to....
Renew Your Membership and save DCEC postage!

You Can Also Renew Your Membership Using PayPal

Name(s):

Address:

City:     State:  Zip:

Phone:   Door County Voter? ( ) yes ( ) no

Township or Municipality:

Email:         Please email me DCEC alerts

Summer mailing address, if different:

Address:

City:     State:  Zip:

Phone:
Please mail with payment to: DCEC, P.O. Box 114, Fish Creek, WI 54212

door county environmental council
( ) $ 25 Individual ( ) $ 35 Family  ( ) $ 50 Sustaining
( ) $ 100 Donor ( ) $      Other  ( ) $ 15 Student/Limited

This amount would 

really help! Thanks!
Please Print:

Thanks to the biotech industry’s relentless quest to control our food, McDonald’s, Burger King and even 
school cafeterias will soon be able to serve up apples that won’t turn brown when they’re sliced or bitten 
into. A new, almost entirely untested genetic modification technology, called RNA interference, or double 
strand RNA (dsRNA), is responsible for this new food miracle. Scientists warn that this genetic 
manipulation poses health risks, as the manipulated RNA gets into our digestive systems and 
bloodstreams. The biotech industry claims otherwise.

Of course, like any non-organic apple, the new GMO Arctic® Apple will be 
drenched in toxic pesticide residues, untested by the U.S. Food & Drug 
Association (FDA) and likely unlabeled. And of course these shiny new high-
tech apples will be cheap, priced considerably lower than a pesticide-free, 
nutrient-dense, old-fashioned organic apple that turns a little brown after you 
slice it up.

We hate to upset the biotech apple cart, but a pesticide-intensive GMO apple, 
produced through a risky manipulation of RNA, doesn’t deserve a place on 
our grocery shelves.

A New GMO Frankenapple Coming SoonA New GMO Frankenapple Coming Soon

Who Said This?Who Said This?
"He can compress the most words into the smallest idea of any man I know", (commenting about Stephen A. Douglas).

Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865)
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...and, after you read this newsletter, please pass it along to a friend.

DCEC Incorporated in 1970 under the laws of Wisconsin as a nonprofit, tax-exempt corporation

• Let us know about emailing your newsletter
• Twitter us at: DCEC @dcec3

Don't Forget To:

More Than You Want To Know About "Fracking"More Than You Want To Know About "Fracking"
Hydraulic fracturing (commonly called “fracking”) is perhaps the single most controversial environmental issue of the decade. The process involves 
breaking open otherwise impermeable oil and gas bearing geologic formations deep within the earth using a pressurized mixture of water, “proppant” 
(generally sand or ceramic beads), and chemicals. The mixture is injected down a wellbore, the proppant becomes lodged in the fractures, holding them 
open, and after a period of partial flowback recovery (60%), gas and oil can be recovered. Recent technical breakthroughs in horizontal drilling, combined 
with improvements in traditional hydraulic fracturing techniques, have opened up vast areas of previously “unconventional” deep shale formations to 
economic development, resulting in a massive boom in oil and gas production across the country and prompting new major controversy.

Much of the argument thus far has focused on the risk of impacts to drinking water resources resulting from potential releases of chemical-laden hydraulic 
fracturing fluid through improper storage, spills, or well blowouts. Less attention has been paid to another important aspect of the process: hydraulic 
fracturing by definition requires water and in practice uses water in significant amounts. As the process becomes more main stream and development 
expands into new regions, water resources, and water quality, are already becoming the key battlegrounds in the hydraulic fracturing debate. 

DCEC’s June 12th seminar at Crossroads at Big Creek  featuring “Gasland” a dramatic video presentation will expose the manipulation and abuse of 
landowner’s rights as the quest for cheap natural gas goes national. Water quality is destroyed in the process and whole communities have unusable 
water forever.

Follow Us:


