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Local Concern Is a Matter of Distance
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At some point during the summer bustle, 
I had the occasion to speak with an 

agitated gentleman who owns a home on 
the waters of Green Bay in Egg Harbor. He 
was concerned about air cannons blasting 
continually on Hat Island across from his 
home. I envisioned him on the other side of 
the phone, red-eyed and disheveled from lack 
of sleep.

“Noise pollution is pollution!” the gentleman 
sang out over the phone. It was a sentiment I 
generally agree with, so I provided the usual 
affirming noises. But suddenly I snapped. My 
persona shifted into one of an environmental-
advocate gangster man: “You want to talk 
about pollution? I’ll tell you about pollution! 
What do you know about this pollution?” I 
felt like I was shaking this man down, but I 
also felt that he might appreciate a passionate 
environmental shakedown. 

After calming myself for a moment, I asked 
what he knew about the proposed Back Forty 
Mine on the Menominee River, a mere 15 

miles from his home straight across the pond, 
and decidedly in his backyard. He responded 
with a tone that was a blend of disappointment 
mixed with a dab of guilt. He wasn’t aware 
of the ill-conceived and potentially disastrous 
proposed mine – not even a little bit.
 
Here my distress sets in. How is it that in Door 
County – a place where you can’t swing a 
dead cat without hitting an environmentalist 
or a concerned NIMBYist – a waterfront 
owner directly across from the flow of the 
Menominee River is unaware that a Canadian 
exploration company – which has no 
experience with mining – is developing plans 
that, according to an op-ed titled “Wisconsin 
Could Face a Mining Disaster,” penned by 
Dr. Al Gedicks, “would produce 70 million 
tons of acid-producing waste rock and milled 
tailings”? 

The op-ed continues, “When sulfide minerals 
in mines and mining wastes are exposed to 
air and water, the chemical reaction produces 
sulfuric acid and metal pollution known as 
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acid mine drainage (AMD). AMD is toxic 
to fish and wildlife due to dissolved metals 
and contaminants such as mercury, lead, 
arsenic, cadmium, zinc, copper and many 
others. These contaminants would threaten 
the Menominee River and eventually Lake 
Michigan, the second largest of the Great 
Lakes, which are the largest sources of fresh 
water on earth.”

Regrettably, I believe the answer is one 
of geography. The Menominee River is 
comparatively no farther than Egg Harbor is 
to Sturgeon Bay, and closer than Forestville 
is to Sturgeon Bay. It’s close – so close that 
there are confirmed stories of some crazies 
walking across the bay a few years back 
from Egg Harbor to Menominee – during the 
winter, of course. 

I can say with a fairly high level of 
confidence that if this mine were proposed 
anywhere on the Door County peninsula, 
there would be opposition far exceeding 
any knock-down, drag-out battles to save 
granaries, bridges or lookout towers, oppose 
RV parks, or you name it.

We are being lulled to sleep by geography, 
but here’s the thing: water – especially 
less intellectual polluted water – does not 
understand political boundaries. Dumb, 
polluted water is the foulest of all the waters.  

There have been some efforts to raise 
awareness of the Back Forty in Door County, 
but I fear they are competing with the more 
in-your-face environmental causes and 
concerns in the county. 

So, now that you know … What can you do?
    
• Contact the Coalition to Save the 
   Menominee River through its social media 
   and website. Please also consider donating 

   to its cause with time, talent, or money. 
• Contact me at Rheise@villageofeggharbor 
   org to ask that I attend a meeting of 
   your condo association, local government, 
   neighborhood or any other type. I or 
   someone else will attend, and I will do so 
   in my professional capacity, enhanced 
   by my personal passion for protecting 
   our water. Egg Harbor without a clean and 
   vibrant Harbor becomes just an Egg. 
• Contact your elected representatives at the 
   local, state and federal levels to let them 
   know you’re opposed. 

Coalition to SAVE the Menominee River, INC
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And know this: Aquila does not have all 
necessary Back Forty permits.

As of Oct. 6, 2019, only one of five required 
permits has been both issued and deemed 
“effective.” Therefore, it’s not too late: This 
mine is not a done deal.

by Ryan Heise, 
Village Administrator, Egg Harbor and Door 
County Environmental Council Board member

What Have We Done?

The more we learn about PFAs, the more 
frightening they become.

Soon after the monster came to life, 
Victor Frankenstein realized he had used 
science to create something horrible and 
dangerous; something inescapable and 
unpredictable.

Much like Dr. Frankenstein, modern 
scientists didn’t understand the 

repercussions when they developed a group 
of synthetic chemicals called PFAS. Though 
PFAS are invisible, they’re very real, and 
we’ve only begun to understand the damage 
they cause to humans and other living things. 

PFAS — short for per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances — have been used all over 
the world since the 1950s in a wide array 
of products manufactured by chemical 
companies like 3M™ and DuPont™ 
including fast food containers and wrappers, 
non-stick cookware coatings, microwave 
popcorn bags, pizza boxes, candy wrappers, 
stain resistant coatings applied to carpets and 
upholstery, water-resistant clothing, cleaning 
products, paints, varnishes and sealants, and 
even personal care products like shampoo, 
dental floss and cosmetics. PFAS help reduce 

friction, so they’re also commonly used by 
the aerospace, automotive, building and 
construction, and electronics industries. 

In other words, they can be found just about 
everywhere — in soil, groundwater, wildlife 
and fish, and even inside of us. Certain PFAS 
can stay in our bodies for many years and 
don’t easily break down in the environment, 
earning them the nickname “forever 
chemicals.” Some PFAS bioaccumulate in 
animals and enter our food chain. PFAS can 
be found in blood, urine, breast milk, and 
umbilical cord blood. PFAS are also in polar 
bear mothers and their cubs in the arctic circle, 
and in many types of fish found in lakes and 
streams right here in Wisconsin.

Adding Insult to Injury 
The chemical companies that manufacture 
PFAS were aware some 40 years ago that 
the chemicals are toxic. The health effects of 
some types of PFAS have been more widely 
studied than others. So far, studies in humans 
indicate that certain PFAS may increase the 
risk of cancer, affect the immune system, and 
interfere with the body’s natural hormones. In 
addition, they can affect growth, learning, and 
behavior of infants and even older children, 
lower a woman’s chance of getting pregnant, 
and increase cholesterol levels. The likelihood 
of adverse effects depends on several factors, 
such as amount and concentration of PFAS 
ingested, as well as the time span of exposure. 

Research suggests that PFAS exposure from 
consumer products is on the decline, partly 
because their use in food packaging has 
been phased out by most manufacturers. The 
real threat today comes from contaminated 
drinking water. In fact, the nonprofit 
Environmental Working Group (EWG) 
estimates that 110 million Americans are 
exposed to PFAS-contaminated tap water, 
based on its analysis of EPA data. 
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Because of this, even if you’ve lived off 
the grid in a remote cave since 1950, it’s 
extremely likely you’ve been exposed to 
PFAS (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
articles/PMC2072821/), which can be found 
in the blood of 99% of all Americans.

According to the CDC, these are the most 
common exposure risks:
• Drinking contaminated municipal water or 

private well water
• Eating fish caught from water contaminated 

by PFAS (PFOS, in particular)
• Accidentally swallowing contaminated soil 

or dust
• Eating food that was packaged in 

material that contains PFAS
• Using some consumer products 

such as non-stick cookware, stain 
resistant carpeting, and water 
repellent clothing 

• Hand-to-mouth transfer from 
surfaces treated with PFAS-
containing stain protectants, such 
as carpets. Infants and toddlers 
may be exposed in this way. 
(Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry) 

Closing In 
In 2019, researchers at EWG 
reported that at least 610 places in 43 
states are now known to be contaminated with 
PFAS, including six sites in Wisconsin (www.
ewg.org). These include:

Contamination site: General Mitchell Air 
Reserve Station 
Suspected source: Firefighting foam used at 
General Mitchell Air Reserve Station 
Source: EWG from Department of Defense

System name: Madison Water Utility
Population served: 235,000
Source: EWG from drinking water test data

System name: West Bend Waterworks
Population served: 31,500
Source: EWG from drinking water test data

Contamination site: US Army Reserve Fort 
McCoy
Source: EWG from Department of Defense
Location: Monroe County, Wisconsin

System name: Rhinelander Water & 
Wastewater
Population served: 7,427
Source: EWG from drinking water test data

Contamination site: Tyco-Ansul 
Fire Technology Center, Peshtigo, 
Marinette County
Suspected source: Tyco Fire Products 
is being held responsible for the 
contamination
Source: EWG from Northeastern 
University - Social Science 
Environmental Health Research 
Institute

Standards, Advisories, Door 
County, and PFAS 
The spread of PFAS occurs 
unpredictably through the atmosphere 
and water currents, making it highly 
likely Door County’s people, water, 
and land have been exposed. The 

Peshtigo, Marinette County Tyco/Johnson 
Controls PFAS contamination site is about 
30 miles across the bay of Green Bay from 
Door County. This site has one of the state’s 
highest known contaminations of PFAS, 
according to the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR), with contamination 
detected in soil, sediment, ground and surface 
water, sanitary sewers, and biosolids left 
behind in the Marinette Sanitary Sewer Plant 
process. So far, at least 36 families in Peshtigo 
have been exposed to PFAS in their drinking 
water. The highest concentration detected in a 
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been exposed 

to PFAS. 
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private well there was 1,900 parts per trillion 
(ppt), far above the EPA’s Health Advisory 
Level of no greater than 70 ppt.

There are currently no federal health standards 
for PFAS, and most U.S. states don’t have 
PFAS water contamination standards. 
The Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services recommends a 
groundwater standard for two 
types of PFAS chemicals (PFOA & 
PFOS) at a combined concentration 
of 20 parts per trillion. Michigan 
is one of fhe few states that have 
adopted surface water standards for 
the chemicals, and these are twice 
as stringent as those established by 
the EPA’s Health Advisory Level.  
 
The DNR is working to establish 
water standards for PFOA and 
PFOS and is initiating a new 
voluntary PFAS testing program for 
125 municipal wastewater treatment 
facilities to begin sampling and 
analyzing water flowing in and out 
of the facilities. This study will 
provide a better understanding of 
how PFAS contaminants migrate 
through the elements before ending 
up in drinking water. 

The Sturgeon Bay Water Treatment 
Facility reports that it doesn’t test 
drinking water or wastewater for 
PFAS and is awaiting directives 
from the DNR regarding PFAS. The same is 
true for the wastewater plant in Sister Bay.

Breaking News! 
This past summer the DNR conducted 
surface water testing at several Wisconsin 
locations that are known or likely sources 
of PFAS chemicals, including portions of 
the Menominee, Mississippi, and Wisconsin 

rivers. The highest levels found were in 
Madison’s Starkweather Creek, which feeds 
into Lake Monona. The DNR reported on 
October 7 that levels of PFOA and PFOS were 
found to be at least 13 times higher than the 
proposed limit for groundwater recommended 
by state health officials. Starkweather Creek 

isn’t used for drinking water, but 
PFAS can accumulate in fish at 
much higher concentrations than 
they accumulate in water. Tests also 
found high levels of PFAS in the 
Wisconsin River near Rhinelander 
and Monroe County’s Silver Creek 
near Fort McCoy. The DNR also 
sampled fish from these sources and 
will revise local fish consumption 
advisories if needed.

Protecting Yourself and Our 
Community 
In response to community concerns, 
the DNR formed a PFAS Technical 
Advisory Group. This group is 
open to anyone who wishes to get 
involved. The group’s next meeting 
is December 13. Contact Bridget 
Kelly at 608-266-8516 for more 
information.

If you have questions or concerns 
about PFAS in products you use in 
your home, contact the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission at 
(800) 638-2772. If you’re curious 
about your exposure to PFAS from 

drinking water, you can test your tap for just 
shy of $300 (https://mytapscore.com/products/
rev-1-1-pfas-water-test). 

To protect yourself from PFAS exposure from 
drinking water, you can install a home water 
filtration system to reduce contaminant levels. 
However, home filters may not reduce PFAS 
enough to meet the EPA Lifetime Health 
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Advisory (LTHA) level. Researchers are still 
figuring out how to best use home filtration for 
PFAS contamination. 

You can also request a blood test for PFAS 
from your health care provider, though this is 
not a routine test. Results will reveal how much 
PFAS are in your blood, though it’s not yet 
clear what this means in terms of health effects. 

By Desiree Bromstad

Sources: 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry, https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfas/

www.cdc.gov/exposurereport 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
pmc/articles/PMC2072821/

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/contaminants/PFAS.html

https://ewg.org

https://www.freep.com/in-depth/news/local
michigan/2019/04/25/pfas-contamination-
michigan-crisis/3365301002/

https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/
environment/dnr-high-levels-of-pfas-found-in-
starkweather-creek-wisconsin/article_16b27375-
1981-5cff-af88-83188dc80181.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23010253

https://patch.com/wisconsin/milwaukee/
amp/28069443/toxic-pfas-chemical-
found-6-wisconsin-water-systems

https://www.wpr.org/sampling-finds-elevated-
levels-pfas-chemicals-madison-waterway

Sister Bay Utilities

Sturgeon Bay Utilities

No Deposit No Return

When I was a kid all soda came in glass 
bottles. Guests at my grandparent’s 

resort, The Hotel Ephraim, would often leave 
their empty bottles behind when they departed 
for home. No problem, each bottle was worth 
a 2 cent refund back then, and I was happy to 
return the empties to the store for the deposit. 
After all, a six pack was worth 12 cents, big 
money for a 9-year-old kid back in the day. No 
soda bottles ever went to the Ephraim Village 
dump, as they had value! 

Today soda comes in plastic bottles and 
aluminum cans that have little or no monetary 
or perceived value. Consequently, people 
simply put their discarded soda containers in 
the trash, or worse yet, they become litter. I 
know that almost all of us are now recycling 
our bottles and cans, but I’m sorry to report 
that many of our recycled bottles ultimately 
end up in landfills here or abroad. In fact, 
according to a recent global audit, only 9% of 
the plastic now being produced worldwide is 
actually being recycled.

November snowstorm turns Ephraim into a 
“Frozen” kingdom.           Photo by Leslie Leline
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But that’s not the case everywhere. In Sweden 
there is a deposit/refund on every plastic 
bottle sold. It is a common sight to see people 
returning to the supermarket with their bags 
full of both cans and bottles. Folks simply 
insert their empties into a machine and collect 
a paper receipt. They then take their receipt to 
the checkout where it’s refunded. In Sweden 
deposits on cans and bottles is called pant, and 
the process described above is labeled with 
the verb, panta. Why aren’t we doing panta 
in the United Sates, and more specifically, 
in Door County? The short answer is that 
there is currently no deposit on plastic bottles 
or aluminum cans. Oh I know you’re not 
interested in returning 
bottles for 2 cents apiece 
like I did as a young 
boy. But what if the 
deposit were 10 cents 
a bottle? That wouldn’t 
make soda any more 
expensive. It simply 
would necessitate that 
we return the empties. 

The majority of plastic 
containers in the 
United States are made 
of polyethylene terephthalate, or PET for 
short. PET plastic is unique because of its 
high quality and versatility. Recycled PET 
is in great demand and is readily reusable. 
Recycled PET can be used to make clothing, 
carpet, playground equipment, and of course, 
new soda bottles.  

On October 29th, leading beverage 
companies including Coca-Cola, Pepsico, 
Kuerig Dr.Pepper, and others announced 
their new “Every Bottle Back” initiative. 
The intent of this cooperative effort is to 
reduce the industry’s use of new plastic. 
These competitors are making significant 
investments to improve the retrieval of these 

Recycling                          Photo by Mike Bahrke

valuable plastic bottles so they can be reused. 
The use of 100% PET recyclable plastic 
bottles and caps is vital to the program. 
But for this effort to ultimately succeed, 
consumers will need to play a significant 
role. The beverage industry plans to launch a 
public awareness campaign to help consumers 
understand the value of 100% recyclable 
bottles. That’s great public relations, but in 
my opinion it won’t be enough to change our 
behaviors.

As a boy, I likely wouldn’t have been 
returning bottles just because it was the right 
thing to do. Similarly, today’s soda consumers 

will probably not 
bother in spite of the 
beverage industry’s new 
educational campaign. A 
10 cent per plastic bottle 
deposit, however, would 
definitely incentivize 
each of us to return our 
empties. I know that this 
would be an additional 
small burden for each 
of us, but to reduce 
our reliance on fossil 
fuel, save our lakes, 

our oceans, and perhaps our environment, 
wouldn’t it be worth it? We each need to do 
our small part. The beverage industry’s “Every 
Bottle Back” program is a good start. But 
to close the loop and make a circular plastic 
recycling effort truly successful, a bottle 
deposit is also needed. Perhaps 10 cents a 
bottle wouldn’t motivate you to return your 
bottles, but it may well be enough to engage 
some entrepreneurial 9-year-old kid in the 
effort. Trust me, if the bottles have value, they 
won’t end up in a landfill. Door County is 
such a special place. Perhaps we could lead 
the country in this effort.

By Steve Eatough
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Mariners Park at Gills 
Rock Concept Plan

The illustration on page 9 is a preliminary 
concept plan for the former Weborg 

property in Gills Rock, now known as 
Mariners Park. As Town of Liberty Grove 
residents and taxpayers, we the people, were 
challenged by the town to determine the best 
use of this property. We developed the concept 
plan illustrated here based on results from a 
town administered survey. We presented this 
plan to the Town of Liberty Grove Parks and 
Property Committee on September 10th.

In developing the concept plan, we included 
the preferences of town residents and 
taxpayers who completed the town survey. 
The preferences included a public park with 
walking paths and benches, refurbished docks, 
a small pavilion, a silent sports boat launch, 
and a safe harbor with a boat launch only. We 
also added a few other park amenities we felt 
were necessary, including a safe Highway 42 
park access, a small parking area, restrooms, 
and a space to pay tribute to the history of the 
Gills Rock fishing families. 

This preliminary conceptual plan is our 
attempt at a graphic representation of 
what we believe Town of Liberty Grove 
residents desire. As community members, 
it’s imperative we continue our dialogue and 
maintain momentum in determining the future 
of Mariners Park. Without ongoing support, 
this plan likely will not be implemented. 
Thank you.

By Steve Eatough and Mike Bahrke

Phil Austin, Tied up for the 
Day. Watercolor, 1978.
Collection of the Miller Art Museum, 
gift of the Lee W. Traven Trust.
Image copyright Miller Art 
Museum, Sturgeon Bay, WI

Rise and Fall 
of the Great Lakes

If you visited Cana Island this summer, you 
would have had to ride a tractor-drawn 

wagon over the flooded causeway. Parts of 
the beach at Whitefish Dunes State Park 
have been closed due to high water–induced 
erosion. Docks are submerged, roads are 
underwater, and shoreline residents are warily 
eyeing their receding beaches. Only the 
shipping industry is happy because they can 
carry more cargo in the deeper water.

All Great Lakes coastal areas are seeing the 
effects of high water levels. And there’s not 
much hope that these levels will drop this 
winter. Dr. Lauren Fry of the Army Corps of 
Engineers stated that in 2019, all of the lakes 
except Michigan–Huron — Fry refers to them 
together because their water levels move in 
unison — have set new records. Michigan–
Huron, meanwhile, was within an inch of 
the record. After the wet fall, the levels have 
tapered off, but still remain three feet above 
normal. But what is normal these days?

Normally, lakes rise and fall, typically in 
seven-year rotations. This fluctuation in 
water level facilitates the health of the lakes, 
providing diversity of habitats for fish and 
wildlife as the shoreline gets wet and dries 

continued on page 10
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again. However, the extremes we’ve been 
experiencing are unusual, and some scientists 
are speculating that climate change may 
have some influence. Others are hesitant 
because there is too much unknown to make a 
connection yet. 

What is causing these latest extremes? Lake 
levels are impacted by precipitation — rain 
and snow, the polar vortex’s extreme cold 
that limits evaporation, and runoff where the 
ground is already saturated. “The past five 
years are the wettest five years of the 120–
year record for the Great Lakes region,” said 
Dr. Fry. She added that in October, much of 
Wisconsin received 100–120% of normal 
rain. The Great Lakes have a small watershed 
and few options for draining; “that increases 
the possibility of a higher frequency of 
abnormally high water levels during cycles of 
extremely wet weather,” said Jack Williams, a 
University of Wisconsin-Madison geography 
professor and climate change expert.

The wet weather has affected many parts of 
Wisconsin and Illinois. To avoid flooding, 
Wilmette, the northern suburb of Chicago, 
was forced to open flood gates after heavy 
rains, releasing rain and raw sewage into Lake 
Michigan to protect homes and buildings 
from flooding in early October. 

Northeast Wisconsin farming communities 
have also been affected. Farmers are 
challenged with harvesting crops and 
spreading manure. With the ground already 
saturated, manure spreading must wait and the 
manure stored. Storage is limited and already 
filling up, decreasing options that will last the 
winter. Last August, the Kewaunee County 
Public Health Department issued a drinking 
water advisory after heavy rains contributed 
to manure runoff from farms. Davina Bonness 
of the Kewaunee County Land and Water 
Conservation Department says that this 

is an important time to test wells that are 
vulnerable to contamination from human and 
agricultural waste.

What can we expect in the months to 
come? It’s hard to predict the amount of 
precipitation, but lake levels will likely 
remain high through early 2020, according 
to an Army Corps prediction. More beach 
erosion is expected since fierce winter 
storms will push waves and ice up onto the 
beaches, carving out more sand and shoreline 
infrastructure. Joel Brammeier, president 
and CEO of the Alliance for the Great Lakes 
says, “There’s not a lot we can do to address 
these high lake levels, other than learn to live 
with it and try to do the best we can to have 
natural shorelines that actually can keep the 
lakes healthy.”

By Kaethe Gutierrez

Sources:
https://chicago.suntimes.com/platform/amp/
news/2019/10/3/20897112/flooding-control-
lake-michigan-rain-wilmette-sluice-gate? 
 
https://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/
story/news/local/door-co/2019/10/07/
climate-change-high-waters-lake-michigan-
both-normal-and-tied-increased-extreme-
weather/2219785001/? 
 
https://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/story/
news/local/oconto-county/2019/11/09/green-
bay-water-levels-expect-high-water-bay-
several-months/2533258001/. 
 
https://www.wpr.org/extremely-wet-fall-
challenging-farmers-waiting-window-spread-
manure? 
 
https://news.wttw.com/2019/10/21/
high-water-levels-lake-michigan-
could-remain-though-early-2020.
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  www.ronjohnson.senate.gov

U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin
  709 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
  Washington DC 20510
  (202)224-5653
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  www.baldwin.senate.gov

U.S. Respresentative Mike Gallagher 
  1007 Longworth House Office Bldg.
  Washington DC 20515
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