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Crossroads Accepts Hamerstrom Portrait

France Defeats Monsanto

Frances (Fron) Hamerstrom, 
widely-known as the "Bird Lady" 
gave two public presentations 
in the county in 1994 under the 
sponsorship of D.C.E.C.. 

Dr. Hamerstrom had dedicated 
her entire life to protection of 
prairie hawks and other raptors in 
central Wisconsin. 
As a student of Aldo Leopold, she 
had given up her family status to 
devote her career to the study  
and research of these birds, living 
in the wilderness to accomplish 
this goal.

Following her appearances here, 
James Ingwersen, noted portrait 
artist and D.C.E.C. Board member 
completed this beautiful portrait 
of Fron, and D.C.E.C. recently 
presented the portrait to 
Crossroads on behalf of Jim and 
Phyllis Ingwersen as a gift. Presented by D.C.E.C. as a gift from the artist, Jim Ingwersen, 

Coggin Heeringa accepts the Ingwersen portait of Frances Hamerstrom 
on behalf of Crossroads at Big Creek Environmental Center. 

France has held firm in its opposition to Monsanto’s genetically modified MON 810 maize - and the agri-chemical 
multinational has admitted defeat.. Monsanto had been putting legal pressure on the French government to lift its 
2008 cultivation ban on MON 810, firstly with a successful appeal to the European Court of Justice, then with a 
follow-up case heard in France’s own highest court, the Council of State.

Despite both these institutions ruling that the ban was “insufficiently justified in law”, the French Government, 
backed by President Sarkozy, has insisted that it will still not allow cultivation of the biotech maize. Now Monsanto 
has announced that it would not be selling seeds for MON810 in France this year. Five other EU countries - 
Germany, Greece, Austria, Luxembourg and Hungary - have current bans on MON810 cultivation in place. 
Although this is a single episode in what is a constant battle, credit must be given to the process and the decision 
makers.  Washington:  Bring similar common sense back to U.S.       
                
                           (JMV)
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D.C.E.C. Voluntary Home Well Testing Program
Last year, 2011, Liberty Grove Town was the first in the County to utilize the DCEC cooperative private water testing 
program conducted by University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point.  The results came back with no big surprises, which 
put many homeowners at ease, knowing that their well water was safe and wholesome for their family consumption. 

The testing program conducted by the University during the summer months is able to accept one new township for 
testing each year, so advance planning and information is necessary before the testing program is implemented in a 
town. Educational presentations are scheduled to ensure that homeowners have the facts and understand the range of 
this valuable program. Often there are misconceptions about the results of the tests being made available to others than 
the well owners, and to satisfy that concern the well owners and locations are not identified on the final map. The follow-
up map is intended to indicate where areas of concern might be and prove valuable to resolve area water problems, 
with individual locations not identified. 

This as an educational opportunity to help people understand the groundwater quality in the area and learn about 
short and long-term solutions to any water quality problems. Without these programs many homeowners would be 
unaware of water quality issues with their own well. 

Here are some key points about this program:
 • The goal of the program is to provide a convenient opportunity for homeowners to determine if their water is  
    safe for drinking.

 • The testing is first and foremost an educational program that allows well users to have their water tested  
    at a state-certified lab for common water quality concerns and learn how to interpret those results.

 • Participation in the testing is strictly voluntary, meaning that those with reservations are not required to  
   participate. 
 
 • The educational event is open to anyone, so those that may have reservations about testing would still have  
    the opportunity to attend and benefit from the information. 

 •  If problems are identified through testing, any decision to follow up with corrective action is solely the  
    responsibility of the homeowner. We are simply here as an independent source of information to provide  
    homeowners with options. 

The well code is based on the premise that a properly constructed well 
should be able to provide bacteriologically free water continuously without 
the need for treatment. When a homeowner detects a problem with their well 
it may be due to non-complying features in the system that should be fixed. 
While homeowners are allowed to perform work on their own well, it is in 
a homeowner’s best interest to have the well checked and worked on by a 
certified well driller or pump installer. 

To head off any misunderstanding, participating in the water testing 
program would not require a homeowner to contact a well driller or 
pump installer. While they may be motivated to contact a professional after 
receiving information from the test results, a homeowner may contact a 
professional on their own accord. Results from testing are never shared 
for purposes of identifying a non-complying well and no one will follow 
up with them regarding their results. 

The testing program that is proposed is an opportunity for homeowners to 
learn about the safety and quality of their water supply. It leads to greater 
understanding of well owner responsibilities and groundwater concerns of a 
particular region. We would encourage you to talk with representatives from 
the Town of Liberty Grove regarding their experience with the water-testing 
program this past year and the benefits they received from the information.

The cost for testing remains at $109 for the series when an individual town is participating. This cost is considerably 
less than would be possible under private well testing programs available. It’s a good deal. 
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Cruise Ship Operators
 and Liquid Manure Haulers Share Commonality

With the advent of another cruise ship mishap, this time in Italy, and two recent animal waste hauling 
mishaps in one day here in southern Door County, a common thread becomes clear to even the most 
casual observer. These are two industries that need to be more closely supervised by a governing entity 
to ensure safe operation while operating in the public domain, on the ocean or on public roadways.

The same situation applies to animal waste haulers, both commercial and private individuals operating 
in Wisconsin. Last month there were two mishaps involving animal waste hauler spills on public roads in 
the County. While it is claimed that the truck trailers were secure, the resulting spills indicate that the 
“load” was not contained as it should have been. The Wisconsin Department of Commerce indicates 
that responsibility for regulating these operators falls with the Department of Transportation. The 
Department of Transportation officials say that the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources should 
be notified of any spills that occur, after the fact. With no surprise, the Department of Natural 
Resources officials say these haulers are under the jurisdiction of local government: county and/or town.  
This means that by default, the county and/or town is responsible for ensuring that animal waste haulers 
are operating with proper equipment and in a safe manner. 

In view of the number of animal waste trucks and tractor-towed “vehicles” that travel the back roads of 
the County to deliver their cargo to selected destinations on farmland, citizens are becoming aware of 
the problems this new industry brings. While much of the liquid animal waste is generated locally, a 
major portion in southern Door County is coming from Kewaunee County operations. 

Shiloh Road photos from Door County Daily News.com

As you might expect, community residents in Kewaunee County are now becoming aware of the 
problems these large animal-farm operations have with proper and safe animal waste disposal. They 
are attempting to begin local town and county control over the manner in which these haulers operate. 
Just using the back roads out of the public scrutiny does not make the problem go away. The towns 
affected are starting to do some serious thinking about road use and repair and damage control for the 
next spill that will occur. As the problem grows, Kewaunee towns are beginning to react to public 
pressure to maintain the damaged local roads and to hold non-local commercial users responsible for 
the extra maintenance costs.

As a tourist destination, those agencies involved in promotion in Door County might have more than a
casual interest in keeping the 
rural scenic roadways safe and 
free from the waste nuisance 
often left behind. For public 
safety concerns and road 
maintenance issues, local 
municipalities need to follow the 
Kewaunee County towns lead 
and gain some control over extra 
heavy loads on their local rural 
roads.
       
    (JMV)     
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For Farmers Everywhere, Small is (Still) Beautiful
There is battle raging across the world over who can better feed its people: small-scale farmers practicing 
sustainable agriculture, or giant agribusinesses using chemical fertilizers and pesticides. It was small-scale organic 
farmers growing rice for themselves and local markets in the Philippines who first convinced others that they could 
feed both their communities and their country. Part of what con vinced them was sim ple eco nom ics: These farm ers 
demon strated sub stan tial im me di ate sav ings from elim i nat ing chem i cal in puts while, within a few har vests—if not 
im me di ately—their yields were close to or above their pre vi ous har vests. From these farm ers, it was also learned 
of the health and en vi ron men tal ben e fits from this shift.

Mov ing up from what was learned in the Philip pines to ex am ine other coun tries, it was con cluded that small-scale 
farm ers prac tic ing dif fer ent kinds of what is now called agroe col ogy could feed the world. Agroe col ogy ex tends 
the or ganic label to a broader cat e gory of ecosys tem-friendly, lo cally adapted agri cul tural sys tems, in clud ing 
agro-forestry and tech niques like crop ro ta tion, top soil man age ment, and wa ter shed restora tion.  At a global 
con fer ence in the Nether lands on al ter na tive ap proaches to food and hunger, attendees came away even more 
con vinced that small-scale farm ers are our only hope. 

A bold cham pion for small-scale farm ers; United Na tions “Spe cial Rap por teur on the Right to Food” Olivier de 
Shut ter reported “Re cent agroe col ogy pro jects con ducted in 20 African coun tries demon strated a dou bling of crop 
yields over a pe riod of 3-10 years.” In deed, de Schut ter’s De cem ber 2010 re port pulls to gether stud ies from all 
over the world that an a lyze small-scale farm ers prac tic ing agroe col ogy.

The re sult is pow er ful stuff. As de Schut ter con cludes, “We won’t solve hunger and stop cli mate change with 
in dus trial farm ing on large plan ta tions. The so lu tion lies in sup port ing small-scale farm ers’ knowl edge and 
ex per i men ta tion, and in rais ing in comes of small hold ers so as to con tribute to rural de vel op ment.” 

U.S. food ex pert and fire brand Frances Moore 
Lappé, has been ar gu ing for decades: We 
al ready grow more than enough food to feed the 
world’s peo ple. The prob lem is not yields or 
pro duc tion per se; it is that con ven tional 
plan ta tion agri cul ture, com bined with a 
de vel op ment model that pri or i tizes cheap 
ex ports over food crops, have pushed mil lions 
off their fields. The nearly one bil lion 
peo ple who are hun gry are in that sit u a tion 
pri mar ily be cause they no longer have land to 
grow their own food or be cause they are too poor 
to buy food.

So, what is the take-away from all this? Well, as in di vid u als and com mu ni ties, we have a lot to do with in flu enc ing 
the fu ture of farm ing. At a min i mum, we need to “vote with our forks,” to use the phrase of the “slow food” 
move ment. This means buy ing local, or ganic, and whole-grain prod ucts and lim it ing our con sump tion of meat. But 
be yond that, we need to raise our voices and col lec tive power to con vince gov ern ments, in ter na tional 
or ga ni za tions, and phil an thropists such as the Gates Foun da tion to stop sup port ing and sub si diz ing chem i cal 
agribusi ness and global trade, and in stead shift in cen tives to local farm ers and do mes tic pro duc tion. 
The fight against giant agribusi ness and chem i cal firms is a major one. In deed, a key im me di ate bat tle where we 
need to raise our col lec tive voices, out rage, and ac tion over Mon santo’s in cur sion into Nepal. Even as you read 
this, the U.S. gov ern ment is work ing with Mon santo to push farm ers there to adopt chem i cal agri cul ture using 
im ported Mon santo seeds. seeds which cannot be saved and replanted under strict penalty.

Whether one is wor ried about hunger and global so cial crises, or cli mate change and other eco log i cal crises, the 
an swer is the same: small-scale or ganic farm ers. Their fu ture is cen tral to whether the bat tle to end hunger can 
be won.

John Ca vanagh and Robin Broad who wrote this ar ti cle for YES! Mag a zine, have been trav el ing the coun try and 
the world for their pro ject Local Dreams: Find ing Root ed ness in the Age of Vul ner a bil ity. 

                                    (Condensed from YES! Magazine)
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Your Equipment and "Watts" It's Using

If you get a watt reader for yourself the formula to measure costs is:   Wattage x hours per month used divided by 1000 x .1060 = costs per month

Another thing to keep in mind is the tiny Led light that remains “on” even when the item is not turned on. For example the microwave clock, 
TV, VCR, DVD, computer equipment and coffee maker. This is called the phantom load and though it seems like a small amount of watts, 
cumulatively it could cost you $ 10.00 to $ 30.00 a year! You could group computer equipment together on a power strip and turn the strip 
off when you’re done, or simply unplug the items used infrequently.
  
This list gives you a general idea of some items, but I hope you go to the SBU website to take your own specific calculations to see how 
large your electrical footprint is costing you, and take steps to bring those costs down.

Many thanks to Dave for his time helping to measure many of these items for this column.

My friend and D.C.E.C. member Dave Kupsch recently received a small Watt reader from Sturgeon Bay Utilities to measure how much 
energy each of his electrical items was using. We spent some time at each of our homes comparing different appliances, some old, some 
new, to figure out our usage and what it was costing us. O.K. Maybe we did get a little competitive, “mine uses less than yours”, but it’s 
nice to compete for “less” rather than the usual “more”!
 Additionally, I went to the Sturgeon Bay Utilities (SBU) website where you can use the on-line Appliance Calculator to measure 
standard items like refrigerator and TV and unusual items like medical equipment and swimming pool heaters. As you fill in the blanks with 
your specific numbers and sizes of items, it calculates and then totals your energy use in dollars. 
 You can also measure your whole house energy usage by completing the Individual Energy Profile section that you customize by 
your house size, window type, heating and cooling specifics, etc. It is an easy site that walks you through the process to get a whole house 
overview. It also gives you low-cost ideas for improvement and estimated cost savings to consider.
 The list below is a combination of Dave’s and my items which were calculated at the current electrical rate of .1060 per kilowatt 
hour and some generic items from the SBU website that were calculated at .1050 per kWh.

Eileen Andera    DCEC President

• doing your part • making a difference • doing your part • making a difference • doing your part •

• doing your part • making a difference • doing your part • making a difference • doing your part •
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Honeybee Problem Now At A Critical Point
Anyone who’s been stung by a bee knows they can inflict an outsized pain for such tiny insects. It makes a 
strange kind of sense, then, that their demise would create an outsized problem for the food system by placing 
the more than 70 crops they pollinate, from almonds to apples to blueberries, in peril.

Although news about Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD) has died down, commercial beekeepers have seen 
average population losses of about 30 percent each year since 2006.

In addition to continued reports of CCD — a still somewhat mysterious phenomenon in which entire bee colonies 
literally disappear, alien-abduction style, leaving not even their dead bodies behind, bee populations are suffering 
poor health in general, and experiencing shorter life spans and diminished vitality. And while parasites, 
pathogens, and habitat loss can deal blows to bee health, research increasingly points to pesticides as the 
primary culprit.

Of particular concern is a group of pesticides, chemically similar 
to nicotine, called neonicotinoids (neonics for short), and one in 
particular called clothianidin. Instead of being sprayed, neonics 
are used to treat seeds, so that they’re absorbed by the plant’s 
vascular system, and then end up attacking the central nervous 
systems of bees that come to collect pollen. Virtually all of today’s 
genetically engineered Bt corn is treated with neonics.  The 
chemical industry alleges that bees don’t like to collect corn 
pollen, but new research shows that not only do bees indeed 
forage in corn, but they also have multiple other routes of 
exposure to neonics.

The Purdue University study, published in the journal PLUS ONE, 
found high levels of clothianidin in planter exhaust spewed during 
the spring sowing of treated maize seed. It also found neonics in 
the soil of unplanted fields nearby those planted with Bt corn, on 
dandelions growing near those fields, in dead bees found near hive entrances, and in pollen stored in the hives.

Evidence already pointed to the presence of neonic-contaminated pollen as a factor in CCD. These new 
revelations about the pervasiveness of neonics in bees’ habitats only strengthen the case against using the 
insecticides. The irony, of course, is that farmers use these chemicals to protect their crops from destructive 
insects, but in so doing, they harm other insects essential to their crops’ production and when crop analysts 
recommend spraying pesticides on crops to kill an aphid population, most farmers follow the advice of the crop 
adviser who, these days, is likely to be paid by the chemical industry, rather than by a state university or another 
independent entity.

Beekeepers have already teamed up with groups representing the almond and blueberry industries, both of which 
depend on honeybee pollination, to tackle the need for education among farmers. A lot of farm groups are 
recognizing that we need more resources devoted to pollinator protection, and we 
need that same level of commitment on a national basis, from our USDA and EPA 
and the agricultural chemical industry.

Unfortunately, it was the EPA itself that gave the green light to clothianadin and 
other neonics for commercial use, despite its own scientists’ reports about the 

chemicals’ effects on bees and 
other pollinators. That doesn’t look 
good for the chances of getting 
neonics off the market now, even 
in light of the Purdue study’s findings.

Since this is an election year, a time when no one wants to make 
Big Ag (and its money) mad, beekeepers may have to suffer 
another season of losses before there’s any hope of action on the 
EPA’s part. But when one out of every three bites of food on 
Americans’ plates results directly from honeybee pollination, 
there’s no question that the fate of these insects will determine our 
own as eaters.

         (Condensed from Grist story by Claire Thompson)             
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Name(s):

Address:

City:     State:  Zip:

Phone:   Door County Voter? ( ) yes ( ) no

Township or Municipality:

Email:         Please email me DCEC alerts

Summer mailing address, if different:

Address:

City:     State:  Zip:

Phone:
Please mail to: DCEC, P.O. Box 114, Fish Creek, WI 54212

door county environmental council
( ) $ 25 Individual ( ) $ 35 Family  ( ) $ 50 Sustaining
( ) $ 100 Donor ( ) $      Other  ( ) $ 15 Student/Limited

This amount would 

really help! Thanks!
The DCEC ENDOWMENT FUND 

exists so that the future of Door County’s 
will spaces and family farms can be 

protected far into the future.

Every year, the fund grows. 

You can help this important fund grow even 
faster by remembering DCEC in your estate. 
Each bequest, through your wills and estate 
plans, helps to bring us one step closer to finan-
cial independence, allowing us to take tough, 
sometimes unpopular positions that protect our 

county for our future generations.

So, whether you can contribute now or later, 
please make a point of supporting 

DCEC ENDOWMENT FUND.

Legacies, memorials and direct gifts are all 
deeply appreciated. Please call or have your 

advisor call, Jerry Viste at 
(920) 743-6003 for further information.

Your Elected Officials
GOVERNOR 
Scott Walker
P.O. Box 7863 

Madison, WI 53707-7863
(608) 266-1212 

govgeneral@wisconsin.gov

STATE SENATOR 
Frank Lasee

Box 7882, State Capitol 
Madison, WI 53707-7882

(608) 266-3512 
sen.lasee@legis.wisconsin.gov

STATE ASSEMBLY
Garey Bies

Box 8952, State Capitol
Madison, WI 53708-8952
(888) 482-0001 (toll free) 

rep.bies@legis.wisconsin.gov

US SENATOR
Ron Johnson

2 Russell Courtyard 
Washington, DC 20510

(202) 224-5323
ron_johnson@ronjohnson.senate.gov

US SENATOR 
Herb Kohl

330 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
 Washington, DC 20510-4903

(202) 224-5653 
(800) 247-5645 (toll free)

www.kohl.senate.gov

US CONGRESSMAN
Reid Ribble

1513 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-4908

(202) 225-5665
http://ribble.house.gov

Join us on Facebook

Just Look for the DCEC Logo

DCEC Endowment Fund

DCEC’S Leadership
PRESIDENT
Eileen Andera
Sturgeon Bay

1st VICE-PRESIDENT
Steve Eatough

Sister Bay

2nd VICE-PRESIDENT
Phyllis Ingwersen

Sister Bay

TREASURER
Bernice Shumway

Sister Bay

SECRETARY
Carol Sills

Baileys Harbor

DIRECTORS
Carl Madsen
Sister Bay

Robert Merline
Fish Creek

Dave Tupa
Jacksonport

HONORARY
DIRECTORS
Tony Haswell

James Ingwersen
Flora Langlois
John F. Wilson
Karen Wilson

Libby Zimmerman

STAFF
Executive Director

Jerry Viste
Sturgeon Bay

Membership Coordinator
Ray Kostiuk
Fish Creek

2012 is Here....Did You Remember to....
Renew Your Membership now and save DCEC postage!

• Renew Your Membership
• Join us on Facebook

You Can Also Renew Your Membership Using PayPal

Don't Forget To:
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New Temperature Map for Gardeners
Global warming is hitting not just home, it is also affecting the time that gardeners plant. The government, illustrating a hotter 
21st century, is updating the color-coded map of planting zones often seen on the back of seed packets. It’s the first time 
since 1990 that the U.S. Department of Agriculture has revised the official guide for the nation’s 80 million gardeners, and 
much has changed. Nearly entire states, such as Ohio, Nebraska and Texas, are in warmer zones.

The new guide arrives just as many home gardeners are receiving their seed catalogs and dreaming of lush flower beds in 
the spring. It reflects a new reality: The coldest day of the year isn’t as cold as it used to be, so some plants and trees can 
now survive farther north. The new guide also uses better weather data and offers more interactive technology. For example, 
gardeners using the online version can enter their ZIP code and get the exact average coldest temperature. Also, for the first 
time, calculations include more detailed factors such as prevailing winds, the presence of nearby bodies of water, the slope 
of the land, and the way cities are hotter than suburbs and rural areas.

The map carves up the U.S. into 26 zones based on five-degree temperature increments. Those differences matter in 
deciding what to plant. The changes come too late to make this year’s seed packets, but they will be on those for next year’s 
planting. The 1990 map was based on temperatures from 1974 to 1986, the new map from 1976 to 2005. The nation’s 
average temperature from 1976 to 2005 was two-thirds of a degree higher than it was during the old time period, according 
to the National Climatic Data Center.

The revised map gives us a clear picture of the new normal and will be an essential tool for gardeners, farmers and natural 
resource managers as they begin to cope with rapid climate change. You can access the updated plant hardiness map by 
using this link which also breaks down into state regions: Plant Map: http://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/PHZMWeg/  
         (Condensed from AP Science with permission  JMV)


